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Simple Prayer Starters To Ready Yourself For 
The Holy Season. 

Submitted by: Pastor Mia 

It’s good to have a plan for doing. It’s also good to have a plan for being. 

How do I want to be during Lent this year? More quiet and thoughtful? More 
open to God’s desires? Better able to sit with people who need me? 
More attentive to sacred readings, whether in church or in private? Do I need 
to be more compassionate toward my fears and failings? Do I need to become 
more courageous about using the gifts God has given me? 

In the days before Lent, try one or both of these suggestions. 

• Ask God, every day, “What does my soul need?” Just ask and wait 
quietly. Because we’re very good at fooling ourselves about how we’re 
doing, it might take several days of praying this question before we’re 
truly open and humble enough to know the answer. 

• Tell God, and yourself, every day, “I want to be open to the graces of 
this Lenten season.” Maybe you’re not open right now, or you’re not 
as open and willing as you’d like to be or think you should be. What 
else is new? We can always open our lives a bit more, let go of more 
stuff, listen better, and do more quickly and passionately what we know 
helps nurture God’s kingdom on earth. 

Excerpts from How to Prepare for Lent by Vinita Hampton Wright 

As we prepare to set some time aside during the lenten season to fast and 
pray. Let us remember that God would love to have a heart-to-heart chat.

http://www.avonnyumc.org
http://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/lent/books-for-lent?utm_campaign=lent2017&utm_medium=blog&utm_source=IgnSp&utm_content=lent
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March Anniversaries
Mar 2 Mastin, Don & Sue 
Mar 8 Lippincott, Larry & Roberta 
Mar 21 Dieffenbacher, Bill & Betty 

March Birthdays
Mar 1 Rachel Stephenson 
Mar 2 Pastor Mia Richardson 
Mar 4 Cindy Carpenter 
Mar 5 Lillian Bowerman 
Mar 6 Trevor Gage 
Mar 11 Jack Giso 
Mar 12 Roger House 
Mar 15 Janey (Barrett) Keenan 
Mar 16 Heather Arnold 
Mar 17 Brian Blakely 
Mar 18 Betty Dieffenbacher 
Mar 19 Kyle Kenyon 
Mar 19 Jonathan Stephenson 
Mar 19 Daniel Quinlan 
Mar 22 Bob Wright 
Mar 23 Ted Coyne 
Mar 27 Craig Bailey 
Mar 27 Dick Stanton

ORDERING EASTER 
SUNDAY FLOWERS 

  
On Easter Sunday, April 17, let us celebrate the risen 

Christ and rebirth in the land by filling the chancel with 
beautiful spring flowers. 

 
Honor dear family and friends and remember loved ones 
no longer here with Easter Sunday flowers. Choose from 

lilies, tulips, hyacinths, and daffodils. Make your 
selections along with dedications on the order form on 
page 7. You may mail your order form with payment or 
put in the offering plate at the back of the sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings. For your convenience, order forms 
will be available with the Bulletin for several Sundays 
prior to Easter. The order form is also available on the 

church website: www.avonnyumc.com. Please place your 
order by Sunday April 3.  

  
Questions? Please contact Linda Phillips by text, phone, 

or email: 
585-506-2863 

lindaphillips5495@gmail.com

The Crown 
By: Alex Albany

When I was growing up, I learned about Santa 
Claus. I tried to be good. Santa would come 
down the chimney. My mom would have his 
milk and the cookies she baked waiting. Every 
year I would visit with him. I hoped to get a toy 
someday. Again, this year I got a piece of 
coal. 
I had to ask him, "Why does this happen?" 
He said, "you are on 'The Naughty List." 
He said, "you will have to try harder and do 
better, and I will take you off "The Naughty 
List."
One year, I was older and I heard his sleigh on 
the roof. I waited, but he did not come down 
the chimney. 
Instead, I heard a knock on the door. I opened 
the door, and there stood a stranger. 
"May I come in?" he asked. 
I said, "Sure, why not?" 
He sat down at the table.
He said, very quietly, "Thank you, Father, for 
these cookies and milk. These taste really 
good. Aren't you going to give me a piece of 
coal, like Santa did? I wasn't exactly perfect 
this year."
 "My name is Jesus, and I never give out 
pieces of coal or toys. I give everyone these."
He reached in his pocket. In his hand was a 
small crown. I looked at it. It was small and 
very beautiful. 
"People who believe in me get a bigger one in 
Heaven."
He got up and shook my hand. 
"I have many homes to visit. By the way, Santa 
just took you off of 'The Naughty List.' From 
now on, you will only get toys."
Then he walked out the door. I knew that, 
someday, I would see him again in Heaven. 
Amen.
Rev 3:20

x-apple-data-detectors://0
http://www.avonnyumc.com
mailto:lindaphillips5495@gmail.com
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Big Fish 
Submitted by: Jackie Tickner

Avon High School Drama Club presents the 
musical 
Big Fish
March 11th & 12th at 7:00PM
March 13th at 2:00 PM
Avon Middle School Auditorium
Tickets are available at the door. 

Big Fish tells the larger-than-life tale of Edward 
Bloom, a man who  leads an extraordinary life - 
according to the stories he tells his son, Will.  But 
Will, who is getting married and expecting a child 
of his own, is no longer amused by his 
father's extravagant tales about meeting witches, 
kissing mermaids, or joining the circus.   When 
Edward's health declines, Will decides to find out 
his father's "true" life story, once and for all.   Big 
Fish is a heartfelt musical about fathers, sons, 
and the stories that we use to define our 
identities.

Submitted by: Sue Moses 

Parishioners from our church donated $200 to the 
Avon Interfaith Heat Fund this past month.

Submitted by: Sue Moses

On Sunday afternoon, Feb. 6, Mrs. Combs, 
Mrs. Dickinson, Mrs. Giso and Mrs. Moses 
gathered for a ZOOM Sunday School lesson 
with 9 wonderful children: Addie, Connor, 
Cole, Quinn, Charlee, Jack, Emi, Khyla and 
Kayden. Our lesson was about Daniel who 
worked at the king's palace.  Daniel trusted in 
God and was always loyal, praying to God 3 
times a day. We learned about what 
happened to Daniel when he was thrown into 
a den of lions. God sent an angel to protect 
Daniel from the lions.

We enjoyed games, crafts, music videos, a 
skit, stories and a scripture from the book of 
Daniel, Daniel 6:10.   There was a snack and 
other goodies, too.

We meet monthly together.   We look forward 
to our next ZOOM Sunday School gathering 
which will be Sunday, March 6.

...March 20th.

Daylight saving time 
2022 in New York will 
begin at 2:00 AM on 
Sunday, March 13. 

Will be held 
Wednesday, March 2 
at 6:30 PM. Join us 

for worship. 

x-apple-data-detectors://9
x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://6
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March Radio Schedule 
By: Mark Blakely  

  
Many of our worship services recorded from past years for broadcast on WYSL can be “relived” 
weekly on WYSL at 1140 AM or 92.1 FM, at 7:30 am Sunday mornings.  Or, you can listen to them 
any time by going to our church web site at www.avonnyumc.org and clicking on the “Radio Ministry” 
button.  The listing includes, to date, over 100 programs from the past 10 years, with brief descriptions 
of each included for reference.  Each selection also offers the choice of a bulletin that was used for that 
particular service, which can be helpful for reference as well as good old nostalgia.  Please enjoy!   
  
03/06/22  “Are You Able” with Pastor Natalie Bowerman from 01/14/18.  The original title of the 
famous hymn, “Are Ye Able?” was “Challenge.”  Natalie explores this song both in terms of history, 
and personal associations in her ministry.  She then adapts the title to the challenges of hearing God 
speak to us through the story of Samuel and Eli.  Are we able to hear the voice of God when it calls to 
us? 
  
03/13/22  “Thirsting for God” with Pastor Mary Martin from 03/24/19.  What are we thirsty for?  Do 
we sometimes demand our own way?  Self-righteous anger can make us feel superior and more 
powerful, and able to rise above the perceived shortcomings of others.  Biblical repentance is God’s 
way to bridge divides and be able to see things as others do; to empower us to share a common 
perspective. 
  
03/20/22 “God Calls Us” with Pastor Kim Ferrel from 03/30/14.  In order to fulfill our individual 
calling, we need to know our own unique identity.  The same holds true for our church body, as a 
whole.  We need to identify its strengths to most effectively minister to each other, and outside our 
congregation.  Let’s figure out how to best celebrate our calling!  (Plus lots of 4th Sunday hymn 
singing!)   
  
03/27/22  “Acceptance” with Pastor DJ Robinson from 03/12/17.  Have you ever been in a place where 
someone didn’t accept you?  Never-the-less, each of us is fully accepted by God!  But we need to 
accept this gift which is freely given to us.  Acceptance of a gift is a gift, and as God blesses us, we are 
a blessing of God to others.  (Plus, DJ instructions on how to achieve a “Holy Ghost spiral!”) 
  
04/03/22  “The Well” with Pastor Natalie Bowerman from 04/07/19.  An unusually personal first-hand 
account of challenges encountered during a difficult maternity leave, interviewing for Commissioning 
in the UMC, being reassigned to a new district conference, packing to move, preparing for an open 
house, transitioning school districts, and preparing to say goodbye to a beloved congregation...

http://www.avonnyumc.prg/
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March
2022

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 28 1 2 3 4 5

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

6:30 PM Ash 
Wednesday Service

4:45 PM Girl 
Scouts—FH

3:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall 
Reserved

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 
12:00 PM Girl 
Scouts—FH

3:00 PM Food 
Addicts

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

3:00 PM Food 
Addicts 
7:00 PM UMW—FH 

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
9:00 AM Newsletter 
Deadline 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

4:45 PM Girl 
Scouts—FH 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—-FH 
7:00 PM Interfaith 
Meeting? 
🍀 St. Patrick’s Day 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

🌷 Spring Begins

3:00 PM Food 
Addicts

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

3:00 PM Food 
Addicts

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

4:45 PM Girl 
Scouts—FH

April
S M T W T F S
27 28 29 30 31 1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Avon United Methodist Church 
130 Genesee St. 
Avon, NY 14414 

585-226-8600 ▫  www.avonnyumc.org

Remember to 

set cloc
ks 

ahead 1 hour 

before b
ed 

March 12t
h. 

http://www.avonnyumc.org
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The Messenger 
Avon United Methodist Church 
130 Genesee St. 
Avon, NY 14414 
(585) 226-8600 
www.avonnyumc.org 

Visit our website today or scan the code with a smartphone to go 
now... 

♻Please recycle. 

Postmaster: 
Time-Dated Material.  
Please deliver promptly.  
Return Service Requested

✝ March 2022
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