
 

Easter is a time of joy and renewal. Followers of Jesus saw their darkest days replaced 
with the miracle of hope and eternal life. Christians today take time for self-examination 
and reflection during Lent. "Going dark" for a few weeks prepares us to fully experience 
those first rays of resurrection light on Easter.


This prayer was composed by the Rev. Michaela Youngson, the Methodist Church of 
Britain. 

View more at umc.org/videos


Prayer: 

When everything was dark

and it seemed that the sun would never shine again,

your love broke through.


Your love was too strong,

too wide,

too deep

for death to hold.


The sparks cast by your love

dance and spread

and burst forth

with resurrection light.


Gracious God,

We praise you for the light of new life

made possible through Jesus.

We praise you for the light of new life

that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection.

We praise you for the light of new life

that continues to shine in our hearts today.


We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy,

will live in us each day;

and that we will be bearers of that light

into the lives of others.


Amen.


This video was produced by United Methodist Communications in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Media contact is Joe Iovino, jiovino@umocm.org.

This video was first posted on March 14, 2017.
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The Power of a Prayer Square 
By Laurie Combs 

  
Back in early February, one of our former pastors, 
Natalie Bowerman, shared that she and Hector Rivera, 
also a former pastor, were sitting for their ordination 
interviews on March 4.  I decided to ask our 
congregation to support them on such an important 
event in their ministry careers by praying over a prayer 
square and tying a knot in the cord to represent their 
prayer.  I sent the prayer squares to Natalie and Hector. 
 The following is the response I received from Natalie a 
few days before her interview.  As for “the rest of the 
story”, both Natalie and Hector passed their interviews 
and will be ordained as elders in full connection at the 
Annual Conference in June.   
  
Hi  Laurie,  I'm  heading  out  for  my 
interview  this  week,  and  I  wanted  to 
say, the prayer square means so much to 
me. You have no idea. I love you guys, 
and  I  miss  you.  I  don't  know  if  you 
remember,  but  back  when  I  was  serving 
you guys I took a prayer square, one of 
the "pre-made" ones the prayer committee 
had, and went to visit someone from my 
first appointment who I heard was having 
surgery at Strong. She felt so comforted 
to know that people she had never even 
met were holding her in prayer, and she 
asked her nurse to pin the square to her 
hospital  gown  so  it  would  be  on  her 
throughout  her  surgery.  She  recovered 
just fine, and testifies to the power of 
prayer. I'm doing something similar. I'm 
going to have mine pinned to my blazer. 
It's more than the power of prayer for 
me, though of course that's there. Y'all 
have cloaked me in strength and power. 
I'll  carry  that  with  me  and  you  guys 
will hold me up throughout my interview 
day. Thank you so much. 
 
I  know  you  guys  are  in  a  season  of 
transition,  and  I'm  praying  for  you, 
too.  I'm  eagerly  watching  the 
appointment  announcements  for  news  of 
who will be blessed to serve your church 
next. Whoever it is is very lucky.
 
Shalom,
Natalie

It’s Spring Cleaning Time!! 
     Clean out!       De-clutter!          
        Donate!    Easy and Done!!

Not sure what to do with Aunt Bertha’s old table or 
those toddler toys that are taking up room in the spare 
bedroom?   We have the perfect solution. The United 
Methodist Women’s group is holding a garage sale and 
we would love to help you reach your spring cleaning 
goals.   Your extra items are someone else’s treasures.  
You will both walk away with a smile on your face.  You 
cleaned out and they will have found a new item to 
love.  
Donations can be left in the pie room.  The garage sale 
will be held on June 3rd and 4th.  Monies raised will be 
used for missions. Contact Jackie Tickner if you have 
any questions.

Avon UMC has been asked to 
supply 24 ounce jars of applesauce 
for Easter boxes. Please see Laurie 

Combs for more information. 

One step forward, two steps backwards. That is what my 
journey with this colon cancer has felt like. Diagnosed in 
October.  Surgery in December, and instead of the typical 3 to 
5 day stay in the hospital---I spent more than 35 days in and 
out of the hospital over the next several weeks. I am now 
home and feel confident that my recovery is progressing 
forward, even though there are still a few issues to be worked 
out. Thanks to many, many of you, all this has been easier to 
deal with. The many, cards, calls, prayers and meals have 
been greatly appreciated.  A special shout out to Jackie 
Tickner for organizing the meal schedule.  Every meal was 
simply delicious.  It is true what "they" say:  Methodists are 
the best cooks!   With love and peace, Elaine

x-apple-data-detectors://4
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 April Radio Programs 
with Mark Blakely 

  
Note: Program Change!  “The Well” with Natalie Bowerman that was originally planned for the first Sunday in 
April has been changed to the first Sunday in May.  This was done in order to schedule an Easter service with 
Natalie for April 17th, as I try not to double up on individual pastors in any single month.  We have had such a 
variety of ministers and messages over the 9 years that I recorded and edited these programs for broadcast, that 
this is not usually an issue for most months.  But choices are pretty much (only) Natalie or Kim for Palm Sunday 
and Easter celebrations! 
  
Re-positioning Natalie’s message to May created an interesting confluence, as you will also hear reference to John 
4: 7-24, “The Woman at the Well” in Pastor Mia’s message the previous week on April 24th.  Both cite this 
scriptural passage as providing personal strength in times of great difficulty, a place to turn or “go to” when sorely 
challenged by life’s events.  And, as you will be reminded in Pastor Mia’s message, it was also the final Sunday 
we were able to meet together as a congregation in our Sanctuary, prior to the initiation of pandemic restrictions. 
 Much of her message references the unknown journey ahead, for all of us.  (Perhaps all the more relevant, in 
hindsight!) 
  
March 15, 2020 was also the last Sunday I recorded any of our worship services for broadcast over the radio on 
WYSL.  After that, our worship gatherings would soon become available via the Internet and Facebook Live 
through necessity and technical innovation.  So it did not make much sense to offer an audio version one week 
after the fact, when both audio and video could be streamed in real time, and preserved as a recording on a digital 
file available at any time.  Fortunately, our weekly radio program found a new purpose as a reminder of what life 
was like in the days before COVID.  “A simpler time” perhaps, further reflected in this kind of accessibility. 
 (Though, as a reminder, all “repurposed” radio programs are also available on our web site!) 
  
04/03/22  “God’s Love- How Deep and How Wide?” with Pastor Mary Martin from 03/17/19.  “Looking for 
clarity in scripture” is forefront in Mary’s approach to studying Biblical passages.  She reads to us Philippians 
3:17– 4:1 from a modern translation couched in today’s vernacular, and illustrates that 2000 years have not 
diminished the pointed relevance of this message.  If anything, the warnings and admonitions are perhaps even 
more apropos today!  (Also, music from the Dolci Venti instrumental group.) 
  
04/10/22  “Hosanna!” with Kim Ferrel from 03/29/15.  Our typically festive celebration of Palm Sunday is the 
beginning of Holy Week, a title which sounds wonderful in itself, but we know what is to come.  It is a 
preparation for the reality of being a Christian then, and even now!  “It takes courage to follow Jesus.”  “This 
week we will remember again, all the events.”  “It is a difficult story, the story of our salvation.”  (With lots of 
Palm Sunday musical celebration.) 
  
04/17/22  “My Name is Mary Magdalene” with “Mary Magdalene” from 04/21/19.  In this special Easter 
presentation, Pastor Natalie Bowerman shares a first-person narrative that recounts the events leading up to Jesus’ 
crucifixion and those that followed, from the perspective of someone very close to him...  a beloved member of 
the lowly and downtrodden whom Jesus came to save and offer new, and everlasting life!   

04/24/22  “Where Do Broken Hearts Go?” with Pastor Mia Richardson from 03/15/20.  We’ve all faced some 
measure of heartbreak at one time or another.  Where do we find help, where do we go?  We need to “go to the 
well” alone or together to get through the immediate challenges we face, and whatever is to come.  (This was the 
final in-church worship gathering prior to pandemic restrictions and an unknown future facing us at that time!) 
  
05/01/22  “The Well” with Pastor Natalie Bowerman from 04/07/19.  An unusually personal first-hand account of 
challenges encountered during a difficult maternity leave, interviewing for Commissioning in the UMC, being 
reassigned to a new district conference, packing to move, preparing for an open house, transitioning school 
districts, and preparing to say goodbye to a beloved congregation.  Where does one find strength in such times?
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From the Desk of Bishop Webb: General Conference postponed 
until 2024 

March 4, 2022 / By UNY Communications / Email 
The following note was sent by Bishop Mark J. Webb to the Upper New York Conference on March 4, 2022. 

When my anxious thoughts multiply within me, Your comfort delights my soul. 
(Psalm 94.19) 

Dear Sisters and Brothers of The Upper New York Conference, 

The Commission on the General Conference has announced that the 2020 General Conference of the United Methodist Church 
rescheduled for Aug. 29 - Sept. 6, 2022, will not be held. Instead, the next General Conference will take place in 2024. 

Click here to read a statement from the Commission on General Conference. 

Unfortunately, our reality of unresolved differences and anxiety that have been a part of our life together over the last few 
years will continue. I know there are many ranges of reaction and emotion to another postponement of General Conference 
and the discernment of our shared future of ministry and mission. 

I also know that this decision, along with the subsequent announcement that the Global Methodist Church has decided to 
launch on May 1, 2022, raises many questions. It is my commitment to offer accurate information in a spirit of transparency to 
address those questions appropriately and as quickly as possible.  

The Biblical narrative reminds us that God’s people always journey amidst the unknown, yet with a certain faith that the God 
who leads is faithful, consistent, and reliable. We will have challenges in the weeks and months ahead. We continue in a hard 
season. My prayer is that we lean into what is certain. God has called us, gifted us, and invited us to partner with God in 
offering the good news of Jesus Christ to one another, our communities, and the world. While challenges swirl around us and 
uncertainty seems to rule the day, the mission of the Church has not nor will not change. Keep your focus there! 

I also pray that we will demonstrate to one another every aspect of the fruit of the Spirit. This is not a time to minimize one 
another or see one another as the other. We are entering a season where we are invited to come alongside one another and help 
one another discern the path that God is calling each one to take. The reality is that some will leave The United Methodist 
Church, and some will continue within The United Methodist Church. We have an opportunity to bless that discernment and 
pray for God’s power to equip one another for future ministry and mission in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Whatever the future holds within our beloved denomination, I have great hope for the Church of Jesus Christ. That hope is 
found in the power of who Jesus is and what Jesus does to transform lives. Our world stands in desperate need of a change that 
only Jesus can bring. Keep sharing Jesus! Keep going deeper in your journey as a follower of Jesus. Keep saying yes to being 
the hands, feet, and voice of Jesus everywhere you go. That’s our call – that’s our purpose. If we do that, we will be found 
faithful, and God will bless all that we do in God’s name. 

I am praying for you, your congregation(s), your communities, and all that will come in the days ahead.  

Blessings, 

Mark J. Webb 
Resident Bishop, Upper New York Area

mailto:news@unyumc.org
https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-conference-further-postponed-to-2024
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Commission on the General Conference 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


March 3, 2022 


Nashville, Tenn.: As the pandemic continues and the wait time for 
visas stretches to over two years in some countries, the Commission 
on the General Conference announced today that the 2020 General 
Conference cannot be held in 2022 due to COVID-related and 
governmental policies/constraints. 


Commission members received a report based on conversations 
with multiple officials of the U. S. Department of State outlining the 
massive backlog of visa applications in some areas. This backlog 
has led to wait times up to 800+ days for scheduling an initial 
interview. In addition, commission members described an 
increasingly complex interview process in some areas requiring two 
or three interviews, which also creates a roadblock that would 
preclude participation by many delegates outside the United States 
of America.  


Commission chairperson Kim Simpson said the decision to 
postpone once again was an exceedingly difficult one, with many 
factors to consider -- including visas and passports, the health and 
safety of delegates, volunteers and other attendees, vaccination 
rates, and the need for provisions for quarantine or medical care 
should any delegates contract COVID-19.


"We engaged in a fair, thorough, integrity-filled discussion of the 
alternatives," said Simpson. "The visa issue is a reality that is simply 
outside our control as we seek to achieve a reasonable threshold of 
delegate presence and participation. Ultimately our decision reflects 
the hope that 2024 will afford greater opportunity for global travel 
and a higher degree of protection for the health and safety of 
delegates and attendees."


The Book of Discipline 2016 requires the Commission to take 
necessary measures to assure full participation of all General 
Conference delegates. Consistent with that guidance, the 
Commission determined that the physical attendance of as many 
delegates as possible at the General Conference is critically 
necessary.


A significant advantage of further postponing the 2020 General 
Conference to 2024 is that the Commission has already secured a 
venue for what would have been the regularly scheduled quadrennial 
event. An announcement about the location will be forthcoming as 
soon as the required logistical planning is complete.


According to Sara Hotchkiss, Business Manager of the General 
Conference, moving the legislative gathering to 2023 was an option 
that was discussed, but was not found to be feasible due to a 
number of reasons, including but not necessarily limited to the 
logistical challenges of planning, the remaining backlog of visa 
applications and interviews, and the proximity to the 2024 General 
Conference. 


A technology study team appointed by the Commission reported in 
February 2021 that it wasn’t feasible to create a virtual alternative of 
the General Conference that would safeguard the integrity of the 
voting and credentialing process, meet legal requirements, and 
support the complexity of the legislative committees required by 
¶507.11 including but not limited to interpretation in multiple 
languages, and meaningful participation across multiple time zones. 
While many churches and organizations have adapted technology 
for events that are based heavily on presenter/observer situations, 

that is not the type of gathering that embodies a General 
Conference. Full participation of delegates in Christian conferencing 
as a means of grace was not seen as possible under these 
circumstances.


Secretary of the General Conference, Gary Graves, said the further 
postponement raises a number of additional questions not 
specifically addressed in The Book of Discipline 2016. “As the 
postponed 2020 General Conference now enters the typical cycle of 
preparation for a General Conference that would have been held in 
2024, we will need to look to the Judicial Council for clarity regarding 
which preparations and processes are based on the postponed 2020 
General Conference and which would need to be enacted should 
this be seen as a new 2024 General Conference.” 


The Judicial Council recently ruled that, “the deadlines for petitions 
submission in ¶ 507 are based on the date of the postponed General 
Conference and reset with each postponement.”


The Commission will meet again on March 28 to continue the work 
of preparing for the postponed 2020 General Conference and 
looking ahead for possible solutions that may help avoid delays in 
future meetings should unforeseen circumstances occur or persist.


Simpson expressed appreciation to all of those in the Dakotas-
Minnesota Area who were involved in planning for hosting and 
providing volunteers for the Minneapolis event. “We want to 
recognize the efforts of everyone who has worked so hard over 
several years to provide a welcoming experience. We are grateful to 
James Haun for his leadership as Local Host Committee Chair and 
his service on the Commission on the General Conference,” said 
Simpson.


Hotchkiss added, “We appreciate the patience and understanding of 
the Local Host Committee as we have gone back to the drawing 
board on multiple occasions. They have been more than gracious.” 


According to Graves, “It is always a monumental task to host the 
General Conference, but to prepare several times and still not be 
able to put those plans into action seems even more difficult. We 
look forward to ways that we will honor the efforts of the Dakotas-
Minnesota Local Host Committee when we finally meet together.”


“The Commission appreciates that many people are disappointed 
about the circumstances of the 2020 General Conference and shares 
in the disappointment that it has not been able to be held,” said 
Simpson. “COVID-19 has tested the collective patience, 
understanding, compassion, resolve, and even faith of the world. 
Commission members remain hopeful and pray that the world’s 
circumstances improve to help make the next General Conference 
not only possible, but a reminder of the witness of The United 
Methodist Church as a global representation of the body of Christ.”


###


About General Conference 
General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United 
Methodist Church. The assembly typically meets at the beginning of 
each quadrennium to consider revisions to church law, as well as 
adopt resolutions on current moral, social, public policy and 
economic issues. It also approves plans and budgets for church-
wide programs for the next four years.


Media contact:

Diane Degnan ddegnan@umcom.org

615.742.5406

-UMC.org

https://www.resourceumc.org/-/media/umc-media/2021/02/25/16/24/tst-report-public-release.ashx?la=en&rev=3ebf97238a7f4e90907a9979dfb63ea1&hash=69D43401409693BB6B56D82D380B5D5944C5999F&hash=69D43401409693BB6B56D82D380B5D5944C5999F
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/churchwide/judicial-council/judicial-council-decision-home/judicial-decisions/decision-1429
mailto:ddegnan@umcom.org
tel:615.742.5406
http://UMC.org
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On the Road to Easter Word Search Solutions

April Anniversaries
Apr 1 Burritt, Bruce & Shirley 
Apr 5 Barrett, John & Janice 
Apr 7 McKeown, Mark & Brenda 
Apr 9 Kuchar, Ralph & Lisa Kay 
Apr 26 Perrin, Gary & Laurie Wright–Perrin 

April Birthdays
Apr 2 Julie Brokaw 
Apr 4 Cole Kenyon 
Apr 4 Tim Steves 
Apr 6 Lucia Kerr 
Apr 7 Ashlyn deRis 
Apr 9 Julie Gage 
Apr 9 Brian Babbitt 
Apr 9 Mike Giso 
Apr 10 Quinn Kenyon 
Apr 11 Robert Kuchar 
Apr 11 Matthew Macierowski 
Apr 11 Don Loy 
Apr 11 Andy Stephenson 
Apr 12 Rachel O’Grady 
Apr 13 Mark Blakely 
Apr 14 Bruce Burritt 
Apr 15 Kiska Stevens 
Apr 16 Larry Bailey 
Apr 16 Ginger Brokaw 
Apr 16 Sara Ingersall 
Apr 17 Hannah Cousins 
Apr 19 Steven Lottes 
Apr 20 Jackie Potter 
Apr 21 Zachary Quinlan 
Apr 25 Karen Henderson 
Apr 28 Sean Bowerman 
Apr 29 Barbara Bruce 
Apr 30 Jean Moose

Submitted by Tim Dickinson 

Service 
April 17th 
10:00 AM. 

April 17th 
7:00 AM 

Mothersfield

April 10th 
10:00 AM

April 14th 
6:30 PM
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April
2022

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 
4:30 PM VSS Via 
ZOOM

3:00 PM Food Addicts 9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
6:30 PM Cub Scouts—
FH

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

✝  Palm Sunday

3:00 PM Food Addicts 9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
6:30 PM Cub Scouts—
FH

4:45 PM Girl Scouts—
FH 
6:30 PM Maundy 
Thursday Service 

✝  Holy Thursday

9:00 AM Newsletter 
Deadline 

✝  Good Friday

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

7:00 AM Sunrise 
Service @ Mothersfield 
10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

✝  Easter Sunday

3:00 PM Food Addicts 

🇺🇸  Tax Day

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
6:30 PM Cub Scouts—
FH

6:30 PM Cub Scouts—
FH 
7:00 PM Interfaith 
Mtg.?

🌎  Earth Day

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

10:00 AM Worship 
Service

3:00 PM Food Addicts 9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
6:30 PM Cub Scouts—
FH

4:45 PM Girl Scouts—
FH

🌳  Arbor Day

May
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 1 2 3 4

Avon United Methodist Church 
130 Genesee St. 
Avon, NY 14414 

585-226-8600 ▫  www.avonnyumc.org

http://www.avonnyumc.org
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