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For Mother’s Day 
Submitted by: Pastor Mia 

A mother's sacrificial love  
Continues to give, 

Without the need to receive - 
Continues to care,  

When no one else does - 
Continues to pray,  

When we're unaware - 
Continues to hope, 

When it seems, all is lost 
And continues to love,  
Despite what it cost!  

~M.S. Lowndes 
Happy Mother’s Day

http://www.avonnyumc.org
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How do I write the hardest thank you note in my life? As many of you know, Gary found our 
oldest son, Steven, dead in his apartment, a few short weeks ago. The coroner said he'd been 
dead about a week, probably of a heart attack. His phone had been turned off due to lack of 
payment, so we hadn't thought too much about the fact we had not heard from him. No 
parent should ever have to bury their child. But, I know it happens. I also know it has 
happened to some of you. But, for our church family, these last few weeks would have been 
nearly unbearable. The many cards, phone calls, prayers, food and monetary contributions 
toward his funeral have been overwhelming and so very much appreciated. A special thank 
you to the UMW and the others that helped them put on the beautiful luncheon after 
Steven's funeral. It was lovely--right down to the purple (my favorite color) table coverings 
on the food table. So--again and again--thank you all. With saddened hearts, Gary and 
Elaine. God Bless You All---and I know we will get through this with God's help.

A Short Poem 
By: Alex Albany 

I saw a bear and he wore no clothes.
Does that mean he was bare?

Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee.
When I boxed with Steve, that sure wasn’t me.

Watch out for animals that have rabies. 
Always keep them away from your babies.

This poem is kind of brief. 
Lots of people call me ‘Chief.’
There is a hero called Batman.
He ate lots of fries and became ‘Fatman.’

There was a bad guy called Mr. Hyde.
The cops looked for him, and he would hide.

I try my best to sing a song. 
Now and then, I get the words wrong.

May Anniversaries 
May 5 Cameron, Clifford & Marcia 
May 19 Gage, Scott & Deb 
May 21 Bowerman, Natalie & Sean 
May 23 Lottes, Jonathan & LuAnn 
May 26 Bradigan, Steven & Jillian 
May 26 Steves, Tim & Brandilyn 
May 27 Rowcliffe, Victor & Jodi 

May Birthdays 
May 3 Keenan Jon Rowcliffe 
May 6 Don Mastin 
May 8 Richard Dieffenbacher 
May 11 Gary Babbitt 
May 12 Jonathan Lottes 
May 12 Laurie Combs 
May 13 Steven Bradigan 
May 15 Linda Rosebrough 
May 16 Tim Dickinson 
May 17 Ginny House 
May 18 Bill Schmerbeck 
May 20 Ailey Chambers 
May 23 Miranda Kenyon 
May 24 Lia Gage 
May 25 Marcia Cameron 
May 28 Daniel Bowerman
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 May Radio Programs 
with Mark Blakely 

  
Last month I included two messages by different pastors on “The Lady at the Well” because I thought it was 
interesting to compare similarities and differences in scriptural reference and preaching style.  I take that concept a 
step further on May 8th, 15th, and 22nd with three pastors all basing their sermons on the story of Lazarus, and his 
sisters, Mary and Martha.  Our church congregation has always valued variety in messages from our ministers, and 
that is exactly what you will hear in these presentations, each quite characteristic of individual expression and 
preaching style.  I hope you will enjoy unwrapping the many layers and fabric of meanings... 

  
05/01/22  “The Well” with Pastor Natalie Bowerman from 04/07/19.  An unusually personal first-hand account of 
challenges encountered during a difficult maternity leave, interviewing for Commissioning in the UMC, being 
reassigned to a new district conference, packing to move, preparing for an open house, transitioning school districts, 
and preparing to say goodbye to a beloved congregation.  Where does one find strength in times such as these? 
  
05/08/22  “Come Out” with Pastor Kim Ferrel from 04/06/14.  “If you had been here…”  Sometimes we want God 
to swoop in and fix things for us.  Mary and Martha were feeling let-down and abandoned by Jesus when their 
brother Lazarus died.  But when life feel like death to us, resurrection will come!  We find hope again in the face of 
hopelessness, and with God working through each of us, help to “unbind” others from despair and limitations. 
  
05/15/22  “Living Our Baptismal Calling: Believe”  with Pastor DJ Robinson from 04/02/17.  Another take on the 
Lazarus story, with social, cultural, and spiritual ramifications of the event portrayed through DJ’s descriptive 
narrative.  This story illustrates bringing hopelessness back to life.  We need to take the shackles off our own 
thinking… “Unshackle it, and live!” 
  
05-22-22  “God’s Toy Box, Part 4! The Yo-Yo”  with Pastor Natalie Bowerman from 11-04-18.  Natalie draws 
parallels between meaning found in the Lazarus story and the dynamic function of a toy yo-yo.  Life is a constant 
series of ups and downs, but Jesus gave us a permanent connection with God, a thread that can never break.  For 
every fall, a rising up again, for every death, a resurrection... 
  
05/29/22  “Trusting in the Reality of God” with Pastor Marvin Krieger from 02/17/19.  While not a “Lazarus Story”, 
Marvin’s message shares some of the same dynamics per trust issues we might have with God.  Would you give up 
everything to follow Jesus, as the Disciples did?  We tend to give of our own accord, but must sacrifice more, being 
especially proactive in issues of social justice as part of sharing Jesus’ love with others.     
  
06/05/22  “Loving Ministry” with Pastor Mary Martin from 02/08/15.  Who was the first “deacon” in our Christian 
tradition, through representing Jesus’ teachings with others?  “Service” is the key means by which we express those 
teachings.  We cure modern-day sickness by promoting wholeness through Jesus.  Even a gentle touch can be a 
powerful expression and means of outreach to others.
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May
2022

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

9:00 AM Coffee 
Hour 
10:00 AM Worship 
Service

3:00 PM Food 
Addicts

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
1:00 PM TOPS —FH 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

4:45 PM Girl Scouts
—FH 
7:00 PM SPPRC Via 
ZOOM

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

9:00 AM Coffee 
Hour 
10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

💐 Mother’s	Day	

3:00 PM Food 
Addicts 
7:00 PM UMW - FH

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
1:00 PM TOPS —FH 
6:00 PM Girl Scouts
—RP 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9:00 AM Newsletter 
Deadline 
9:00 AM Coffee 
Hour 
10:00 AM Worship 
Service 
4:30 PM VSS Via 
ZOOM

3:00 PM Food 
Addicts

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
1:00 PM TOPS —FH 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

7:00 PM Interfaith 
Meeting?

🇺🇸 Armed Forces Day

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:00 AM Coffee 
Hour 
10:00 AM Worship 
Service

3:00 PM Food 
Addicts

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
1:00 PM TOPS —FH 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

4:45 PM Girl Scouts
—FH

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

9:00 AM Coffee 
Hour 
10:00 AM Worship 
Service

3:00 PM Food 
Addicts 

🇺🇸  Memorial Day

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
1:00 PM TOPS —FH 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts—FH

June
S M T W T F S
29 30 31 1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 1 2

Avon United Methodist Church 
130 Genesee St. 
Avon, NY 14414 

585-226-8600 ▫  www.avonnyumc.org

http://www.avonnyumc.org
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It’s back! Join us for 
fellowship and coffee, 

Sundays at 9 AM. 

It’s Spring Cleaning Time!! 
     Clean out!       De-clutter!          
        Donate!    Easy and Done!!

Not sure what to do with Aunt Bertha’s old table or those toddler toys that 
are taking up room in the spare bedroom?  We have the perfect solution. 
The United Methodist Women’s group is holding a garage sale and we 
would love to help you reach your spring cleaning goals.   Your extra 
items are someone else’s treasures.   You will both walk away with a 
smile on your face.  You cleaned out and they will have found a new item 
to love.  
Donations can be left in the pie room.   The garage sale will be held on 
June 3rd and 4th.   Monies raised will be used for missions. Contact 
Jackie Tickner if you have any questions.

x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://4
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Visit our website today or scan the code with a smartphone to go 
now... 

♻Please recycle. 

Postmaster: 
Time-Dated Material.  
Please deliver promptly.  
Return Service Requested

💐 May 2022

On Mother’s Day when we pay tribute to our mothers, we also remember our grandmothers, aunts 
and other women who have been mentors to us along the way – all the women who have taught us and 
guided us to be good Christians and good citizens of the world.  We also remember our daughters who 

will carry on this legacy of love.   
Again this year we will be creating an Altar of Roses to remember those special women of our past 

and to honor the special mothers in our lives today.  Each woman will be honored with a long-
stemmed red rose. 

Complete this form to order your roses.  Checks made payable to AUMC and are due by May 1st. 

Please type or print clearly... 

Given by:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Number of roses _____@ $ 6.00 per rose = Total $ _____

Thank You!

http://www.avonnyumc.org

