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Happy Father’s 

Day ~

June 20

We Celebrate the Gift of Fatherhood 
Submitted by: Pastor Mia 

As a father has compassion for his children, 
    so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. 

Psalms 103:13 
  

What Is A Father 
Poet: Julie Hebert, © 2018 

 
Who constitutes a father, 
At what task makes it so? 

Does it happen slowly, 
Or should we all just know? 

 
Is a father there from birth, 

Or can they join at a later date? 
Do they have to be related, 

So many questions to debate. 
 

Maybe there is a number, 
Of diapers one has to change. 

Can they be your favorite person, 
Or must they be a little strange? 

 
I think a father is someone, 
Who loves unconditionally, 
There is no perfect formula, 

To who a father can be. 
  

Happy Father’s Day

http://www.avonnyumc.org
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"Masks On" Just a little while longer. 

The following is a guide to how we can enact the CDC/NYS guidelines. 

The new guidelines allow fully vaccinated people to resume activities without wearing a mask or 
physically distancing. Unvaccinated persons, on the other hand, must continue to wear masks and 
practice physically distancing to safeguard their health and the health of others. This means a 
congregation's COVID policies must ensure the safety of unvaccinated persons. There are several 
options available for achieving this: 

·       Separate Unvaccinated Seating Areas: To do this, a congregation would need to 
create an "unvaccinated" section of the sanctuary separate by at least 6 feet (or 12 feet if 
singing is allowed) from other seating areas. In this section, all persons must wear masks 
and social distance from one another. 
·       Outdoor Worship: Masks would only need to be worn when moving about the space, 
but 6 feet of physical distance between seated worshippers (except members of the same 
household) would be required. Outdoor worship gatherings can be as large as 250 persons 
so long as physical distancing requirements are met. 
·       All Mask and Social Distance: A congregation could ask all individuals, regardless 
of vaccination status, to continue to wear masks and physically distance. This option 
removes the need to determine vaccination status and divide the congregation, but does 
require all persons wear masks and maintain social distance. 

For the safety of our vulnerable members, the Council has decided to adopt option #3 
over the Summer months, and we will revisit the guidelines in September. 

  
·       All Mask and Social Distance: A congregation could ask all 
individuals, regardless of vaccination status, to continue wearing masks 
and physical distance. This option removes the need to determine 
vaccination status and divide the congregation but does require all persons 
to wear masks and maintain social distance. 

Note: Once seated, you are allowed to remove your mask to breathe if 
needed. However, a mask must be worn while walking in and out of 
the building and in the sanctuary's aisles. The removal of masks is a 
new and we want to make sure it's safe before we enact a plan to go 
without them.
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A new feature has been added to 
the website! You can now submit 
prayer requests via the website. 
Here’s how: 

1) Go to www.avonnyumc.org 
and when you land on the 
homepage... 

2) Select “prayer request” 
from the choices at the top.  

3) Complete the fields ‘your 
name’, ‘your email address’ 
, select the ‘type of prayer’ 
from the drop down menu 
and complete the ‘prayer’ 
section then click or tap the 
submit button.  

4) Once you hit the submit 
b u t t o n a t h a n k y o u 
message wi l l appea r. 
Behind the scenes, the 
submit button triggers an 
email to go from the 
website to Mark Brennan at 
t h e c h u r c h e m a i l , 
avonnyumc@gmail.com 
w i t h t h e e n t e r e d 
information, instantly.  

5) Your prayer request will be 
sent to the congregation as 
soon as possible (usually 
within 24 hours).  

Visit your website today: 
www.avonnyumc.org!

http://www.avonnyumc.org
mailto:avonnyumc@gmail.com
http://www.avonnyumc.org
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2021 Graduates 
Submitted by: Pastor Mia  

Well done, my good and faithful servant.  You have been faithful in handling this small 
amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate 

together!’ Matthew 25:23 

Avon United Methodist Church acknowledges and celebrates those who have just 
completed years of arduous work to grow personally, professionally, and spiritually. 

Mark Brennan 
SUNY Upstate Medical University 

Radiation Therapy, B.S. ‘21 

Julie Brokaw 
Genesee Community College 5/22/21 

Paralegal Studies  

Andrew Cappello 
MCC 5/20/21 

Computer Information Systems 

Cecelia Drake 
SUNY Geneseo 

English Literature 2021 

Tasha Hairston 
Northeastern Seminary @ 
Roberts Wesleyan College 

Transformational Leadership, M.A 21' 
  

Olivia Montesano 
Avon High School  
June 26th, 2021 

She will be attending Edinboro 
University to study Physical Therapy in the Fall! 

  
Well Done, Graduates! 

We will honor our graduates on June 27th in our 10 am Service!

x-apple-data-detectors://10
x-apple-data-detectors://11
x-apple-data-detectors://12
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Pastor Mia’s Email 
Please note that Pastor Mia’s 
email address has changed. 
Please send emails to: 
pastor.avonumc@gmail.com 
going forward. The website 
has been updated.

June Radio Programs 
Submitted by: Mark Blakely 

06/06/21  “John 3:16” with Pastor Natalie Bowerman on 
05/05/19.  Probably the very favorite Bible verse of many and 
the most often shared reference.  Natalie explores the cultural 
history and popularity of this verse, as well as its meaning in 
light of the verses which precede it.  She notes that a favorite 
verse is one that speaks loudest to each of us, but that could 
change meaningfully with circumstances. 
  
06/13/21  Children’s Day June 2nd, 2013 featuring an original 
production, “The Butterfly” written by Anne-Claire Markle and 
performed by the young people of our church.  Assisting in this 
special worship program are Sunday School staff Sue Moses, 
Lisa Kay Kuchar, and Diane Amey, along with various 
members of the congregation helping celebrate our wonderful 
youth!! 
  
06/20/21  “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord” with guest pastor 
David Durham on 05/15/11.  Thoughts on John 10: 1-10 and 
how we can interpret it in greater depth.  Also, the title song 
performed by Living Son.  (Note, this is the only worship 
service in 9 ½ years that never aired, as David had a tendency 
to drift away from the microphone when speaking.  Ten years 
later, I’m giving another try at editing it!) 
  
06/27/21  “In the Darkness” with Pastor Kim Ferrel on 
06/29/14.  “Why, God… Why?”   Where is God in the 
darkness?  Who do we turn to when God seems so far away? 
 Reflecting on some of the limiting and frightful aspects of 
emotional darkness that can be all-too-familiar to us. 
  
07/04/21  “In the Darkness, Part 2” with Pastor Kim Ferrel on 
07/06/14.  Reflecting on the enabling and empowering aspects 
of darkness which can refocus our perceptions such that we see 
things in ways they cannot be seen when surrounded by light. 
 Plus, Bill and Bob Lewis join us with their annual twin 
trombone tribute to the 4th and the official beginning of summer!

Submitted by Tim Dickinson 

In the Beginning 
By: Alex Albany 

I woke up hoping for a great day.
As usual, I started to pray.

Jesus is with me all day and all night.
Over the years, he taught me to try not to 
fight.

People on TV sometimes wind up dead.
A few have wound up losing their head!

In the beginning, God wanted us not to 
hate.
If we do, we could have a terrible fate!

In this age, many people hate their fellow 
man.
It is so sad, it is something we cannot ban.

When Jesus comes back, He will fix all the 
wrongs.
Then, we will praise Him and sign 
beautiful songs.

mailto:pastor.avonumc@gmail.com
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Tech Knowledge, Gee… 
by Mark Blakely 

  
I am often both impressed and conflicted at the constant pace of evolving technology.  The word “ubiquitous” 
comes to mind (and it doesn’t very often!)  At the recent wedding of Brittanie and Andrew, as I looked out over 
the shoulders of their wedding guests from my vantage point above in the sound booth, I could see at least a 
dozen brightly lit screens from digital devices being used to capture video and special images of poignant 
moments, with some even transmitting video beyond the room to people in other places!  I found myself 
thinking back to the days of Marvin Krieger and how he would cast a stern gaze of rebuke toward someone 
daring to flash a photo device in the middle of a baptismal service.  (And an even more withering one if a 
family member had crept closer to frame a better shot!)  In contrast, the photo devices of today are totally 
innocuous, with digital zoom capabilities that can put anyone right in the middle of the action, and lighting, 
color, and image rendering qualities that are light years beyond anything from “the old days” of film 
photography. 
  
As we all know, the COVID-19 pandemic has fast-tracked many technological adaptions over a very short 
period of time, with society literally forced into new ways of communicating and going about its business using 
devices that would have seemed all-but-impossible even a short decade ago.  Most religious organizations 
learned quickly to embrace these new ways, when required to shutter and silence their buildings.  Our Pastor 
Mia took a crash course in Zoom technology even before most of us knew what that was, and went on-line 
from church with Tasha’s help to continue broadcasting Sunday morning worship messages in both Zoom and 
Facebook Live formats.  For a time, until we were able to return to the Sanctuary in the Fall under very strict 
health code protocols, this was what church was to our congregation.  And some changes are still with us today, 
with all our church committees continuing to meet on-line for the foreseeable future. 
  
I’m sure most of us would agree that there is no substitute for worshiping together as a group.  But, it is also a 
pretty safe bet that any church which put all that work into developing alternative means to meeting in person 
will continue to offer at least some of these options, even as they now focus on fully reopening their 
Sanctuaries.  New opportunities for remote participation are now an established part of the AUMC worship 
experience.   And we continue to target steps that might improve the quality and versatility of our future on-line 
presence, most recently through upgrading to a more robust Internet connection, eliminating some 
vulnerabilities of wireless systems by connecting our networked devices with data cable, and developing an 
improved Zoom format that enables remote viewers to be an interactive part of the worship services.   
  
Bottom line, it is encouraging to know that we are now better equipped with new ways of reaching out to those 
who can’t be with us in person, for whatever reason.  And that we are also newly able to live-share other special 
events such as wedding or funeral observances beyond our Sanctuary space limitations.  But as it is turning out, 
there isn’t as much call for weekly Zoom participation lately and so we will be temporarily limiting this option, 
probably until the next snowbird season.  However, if anyone has a special need for an interactive connection to 
a particular worship service or other Sanctuary event, I will make sure Zoom is available for that occasion. 
 Meanwhile, Facebook Live will continue every Sunday thanks to Tasha, and the ongoing miracles of modern 
technology.  (And in another year or two, we might even be able to offer it in 3-D!)
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What is Imagine No 
Racism? 

Submitted by: Pastor Mia  
About Imagine No Racism The Upper New York 
Annual Conference's Imagine No Racism initiative 
developed in response to the Call to Action1 issued 
at the 2016 Northeastern Jurisdictional (NEJ) 
Conference and a statement issued by the NEJ 
College of Bishops at that gathering. In response to 
the charge given by the College, Bishop Mark 
Webb created the Bishop’s Task Force to Eliminate 
Racism. That Task Force, working in conjunction 
with the Conference Commission on Religion and 
Race (CCORR), sought the will of God in living 
into the mandate. Several key principles emerged 
that would guide the recommended response. First, 
the Upper New York Conference clearly needed 
training that raised awareness, expanded 
knowledge and developed skills for addressing 
racism in its many current manifestations. Next, to 
ensure that the conversations included the latest 
scholarship and best practices, CCORR would 
partner with the General Commission on Religion 
and Race (GCORR). Lastly, Upper New York 
(UNY) is a large conference with multiple 
challenges of racial and ethnic inequality within its 
boundaries. The conference approach is designed 
to empower individuals and local churches to 
discern how God is calling them to apply the new 
knowledge and skills in their lives and missions. 
The passions of individual members, ongoing work 
of congregations, and community contexts of local 
churches will differ. With these guiding principles 
in mind, UNY launched Imagine No Racism on 
April 21, 2018. 
Imagine No Racism's Mission and Vision Imagine 
No Racism Mission: to equip followers of Jesus 
Christ to be more actively antiracist in their lives 
and ministries so that they increase their 
effectiveness in making disciples and building the 
beloved community. 
I m a g i n e N o R a c i s m Vi s i o n : d i f f e r e n t 
manifestations of racial injustice will be 
dismantled because of the work of members, 
congregations, and other ministries of the Upper 
New York Annual Conference.

Next month's newsletter will be a double 
issue covering July and August. The 
newsletter deadline is the 15th of the  
month.  If you would like to submit 
anything for any newsletter, there are 
several ways to get it to Mark Brennan: 
1. Send him an email to: 

avonnyumc@gmail.com 
2. Place it in his church mailbox.  
3. Hand it to him before or after worship.  
4. Mail it to the church addressed to him 

before the deadline: 
Avon UMC 

130 Genesee St.  
Avon, NY 14414

June 15th

June Anniversaries
Jun 9 Duryea, Ralph & Brooke 
Jun 9 Loy, Don & Cindy 
Jun 10 Tompsett, James & Sally 
Jun 10 Deragon, Greg & Kris 
Jun 12 Furman, Kenneth & Norrine 
Jun 24 Moses, Roy & Sue 
Jun 25 Dieffenbacher, Richard & Robin 
Jun 28 Amey, Ben & Krisi  
Jun 28 Stephenson, Steve & Carole 
Jun 29 Davis, Gary & Elaine 
Jun 29 Gage, Trevor & Ashley 

June Birthdays
Jun 1 Deborah Spratt 
Jun 4 Matt Gage 
Jun 5 Diane Amey 
Jun 11 Roland Lee 
Jun 11 Janice Barrett 
Jun 11 Tom Tickner 
Jun 12 Ethan Michalski 
Jun 12 Kailee Gage 
Jun 15 David Kuchar 
Jun 15 Thomas Southern 
Jun 15 Maverick Gage 
Jun 21 Roberta Lippincott 
Jun 21 Ricky Gage 
Jun 22 Nancy Sullivan 
Jun 23 Clifford Cameron 
Jun 26 June Despard 
Jun 27 James Tompsett 
Jun 29 Madison Amey 
Jun 30 Bruce Amey 
Jun 30 Bella Tompsett

mailto:avonnyumc@gmail.com
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June
2021

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline

7:00 PM AA

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 
7:00 PM Food 
Addicts 

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline

7:00 PM AA

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 
7:00 PM Food 
Addicts 

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline 
9:00 AM Newsletter 
Deadline

7:00 PM AA

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 
7:00 PM Food 
Addicts 

☀ 1st Day of  Summer 

🎩 Father’s Day

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline

7:00 PM AA

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

10:00 AM Worship 
Service 
7:00 PM Food 
Addicts 

9:00 AM Bulletin 
Deadline

July
S M T W T F S
27 28 29 30 1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Avon United Methodist Church 
130 Genesee St. 
Avon, NY 14414 

585-226-8600 ▫  www.avonnyumc.org

http://www.avonnyumc.org
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(585) 226-8600 
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Visit our website today or scan the code with  
a smartphone to go now... 

♻Please recycle. 

Postmaster: 
Time-Dated Material.  
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http://www.avonnyumc.org
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