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May you talk with Go
Every day. Amen
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AUMC Prayer Team
Submitted by Laurie Combs

The prayer team has been a part of AUMC for more than ten
years, starting through the initiative and leadership of Terry
Cullinan. The basic tenet of the team members is the belief
that prayer connects people with God. We believe God loves
us and wants us to talk to Him, and prayer is vital in our
relationship with Him. As we turn to God and communicate
through prayer, our relationship with Him grows stronger and
deeper.
One of the most important functions of the prayer team is
intercessory prayer, which essentially means praying on
behalf of others. The Bible includes many examples of
intercessory prayer, with Jesus being the ultimate intercessor.
To assist the congregation with intercessory prayer, we
assemble the Joys and Concerns each week and provide them
to you through email or regular mail. There is also a short
inspirational message about prayer. The purpose is to share
with everyone who is in need of prayer or celebration, and to
help with follow-up.
The prayer team also has been involved in other prayer
ministries such as the prayer squares, study/discussion of
resources related to prayer (to further our understanding of
prayer as well as examine the thoughts and ideas of others),
door hanger reminders, and various other activities over the
years. We are working toward being more comfortable in
expressing ourselves through prayer, and are happy and
honored to pray privately for you.

A Poem Story
By: Alex Albany
I woke up on Tuesday morning,
my cat, Gizmo, ran away, and I was mourning
For my toast, I needed honey
I was broke because my wife spent most of my
money
I wished I had some baloney
Be careful what you eat, don't eat too many
fats
I own many hats
In New York City, I hear they have plenty of
rats
Some girls are afraid of bats
In Canada, I lived in North Bay
Don't every try eating hay
It will ruin your day
My favorite waitress is Fay
I am pretty healthy, I have a good heart
I am 67, I guess I am an old fart
3 weeks ago, I tripped over a shopping cart
One of my favorite snacks is a Pop Tart
Indians used to kill buffalo on the plains
Back then, they had great brains
Now we like to ride on fast trains
I love to eat bread with whole grains
A castle is surrounded by a moat
Indians made canoes to use as a boat
We had to kill animals to make a warm coat

As is true with so many other activities, COVID has impacted
the undertakings of the prayer team (e.g. no prayer squares,
no individual prayers after services). The team is smaller in
number. This past winter we have met by Zoom, with Tasha
Hairston taking on a leadership role and leading us in bimonthly study and prayer (thank you, Tasha). In January, we
invited the congregation to join us for a time of prayer via
Zoom. This summer we will be more closely examining
biblical names of God.

Some people have annoying habits
In my life, I ate many rabbits

The prayer team is always eager to welcome new members.
You can speak to Tasha Hairston, Deb Gage, Jackie Potter, or
Laurie Combs for more information. In the meantime, we
hope that you all will continue to hold each other up in prayer.

It is now time to end this story, I fear
When I was young, a dog bit my rear
I almost shed a tear
Krystal Albany is truly a sweet dear

In the desert, it is very dry
It is so hot, maybe even a camel might cry
My wife's favorite bread is rye
30 years ago, I owned an ugly dog
He looked like a big hog
He got killed by a ying log
so I bought Bridget for a pet frog

.
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(Krystal Albany is my kind-hearted daughter-inlaw.)
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July/August Radio Programs
Submitted by: Mark Blakely

life wherein God seems to show concern and support
for our “adversaries” (be they insect or human?)

07/04/21 “In the Darkness, Part 2” with Pastor Kim
Ferrel on 07/06/14. Reflecting on the enabling and
empowering aspects of darkness which can refocus
our perceptions such that we see things in ways that
cannot be seen when they are surrounded by light.
Plus, Bill and Bob Lewis join us with their annual
twin trombone tribute to the 4th of July and the
official beginning of summer!

08/08/21 “A Message from Carin and Natalie” with
Pastors Carin Farmer and Natalie Bowerman from
the combined outdoor service on 08/13/17. How
often do we let our fears get the best of us, keeping
us from seeing the living Jesus offering an
outstretched hand, or causing us to insist on further
assurance before we accept God’s help?
What
motivates us to trust, to follow, to get back on track
with God?

07/11/21 “Aliens” with Pastor Natalie Bowerman on
09/16/18. Galileo was charged with heresy by the
Catholic Church for proposing that the earth was not
the physical center of God’s universe! Can modern
Christianity handle a concept of “Disclosure?” Who
are we to limit God’s possibilities?
Our
understanding of God might grow ever larger with an
expanding perspective of our earthly reality.

08/15/21 “Does God Work on Sunday?” with Paul
Brown on 09/14/14. If we are created in God’s
image, that image has changed throughout history as
we’ve become ever more knowledgeable and aware
of our greater reality. We are always trying to “reach
for God” based upon our current ability to
comprehend His creation. Paul then concludes his
message with an original “musical reach for God.”

07/18/21 “EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED” was the
very appropriate first message delivered by Pastor DJ
Robinson during her initial Sunday with us on
11/27/16. We often consider an event a failure in our
lives if our personal expectations are not met. DJ
suggests we need to start expecting less based upon
our own desires, and open ourselves to expecting
more through God’s interaction in our lives.

08/21/21 “An Interview with Accompanist Mark
Brennan” from 08/21/16. Mark shares some of his
musical talent with us through performance, and
dialogue including what brought him to AUMC.
(With planned updates to the original conversation,
if this Mark can get it together before then.)

07/25/21
“God’s Not Done” with Pastor Mia
Richardson from 09/15/19. From times of joy in our
lives to times of sorrow, God is always with us. The
work of Jesus Christ is continuing in God’s creation
and He is going to complete His transforming work
in each of us. But it takes all of us to share The
Good News with others!
08/01/21 “Caring for Mosquitoes” with Pastor Kim
Ferrel on 07/22/12. After reading an article, “A
World Without Mosquitoes” Kim googled “Benefit
of Mosquitoes” and ultimately decides that despite
how we feel about them, God must care for
mosquitoes! How do we deal with circumstances in

08/28/21 “Called to be Witnesses” with Dr. Laurie
Tiberi on 06/09/19. How can we share our views
with others about God, with confidence and
assurance that our messages are effective and being
received?
It starts with careful listening and
awareness of others’ needs, and help from the Holy
Spirit.
09/05/21 “Number One Arrow” with Don Mastin on
09/08/13. Bow hunters pre-test their arrows for
accuracy in flight, and attempt to correct and then
rate them by the standard of their best one. Don
offers analogies from a passionate hunter on
becoming a better Christian in life. We need to
become the very best arrow for God we can be, true
and reliable!
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Summer Gymnastics of the Mind
by Mark Blakely
So there we were, lying on our backs on the tennis courts by the school, watching satellites carve an arc across the
night sky. The three of us, no doubt inspired by this relatively new technology and the splendor of the clear, starry sky,
discussing all the big concerns in the lives of 16 year old boys while camping out overnight. I think it was the summer
of 1966, as I was old enough to be out and about, but not to have a driver’s license or access to a car. Suddenly one of
those pinpoints of distant light made an abrupt 90 degree turn! We all gasped at the sight and I, for one, became an
instant believer that “we are not alone.” Satellites weren’t supposed to do that, and back in 1966 we certainly didn’t
have technology that would allow one of our own fighter jets to turn suddenly at 17,000 MPH!
That incident has been on my mind lately, as our country approaches the June 25th Congressional report deadline
about the possibility of alien life amongst us, or the so-called “Disclosure” document that is supposed to sum up the
state of this vast unknown in terms of security concerns for our country. The early buzz is that it will say, “we can’t
say yes, we can’t say no” and those who believe one way or the other will be able to continue without having to think
too much about it. In any case, this seems like a great time to include Natalie’s sermon on Alien’s in the summer radio
program lineup. I have been trying to look ahead at what might be relevant this summer, and schedule accordingly in
order to make the programs more topical and something people might make a priority in their busy schedules.
I am not very good at predicting things, maybe you are… If you had to predict, what would be your subjects to
highlight this summer? Last year was a bit “clearer” because anything that dealt with sacrifice, isolation, and change
was going to be a message that would have meaning. This year, who knows? We have the upcoming Olympics for
inspiration, we hope, but also lingering challenges of virus variants, ongoing incidents of gun violence, increasing
political polarization, and deteriorating international relations, not to mention the profound impact of weather and
changes of climate in many regions. It’s hard to be inspirational around any of those subjects, but I found an approach
that is pretty much guaranteed in DJ Robinson’s first message with us, “EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED.” (I am
oftentimes surprised the way things turn out so differently than I anticipated, but this has it covered!)
Did you ever put a lot of effort into something and realize when you finished that it was more than you had
envisioned? I purposely chose specific radio programs from our past that illustrated the diversity of speakers and
messages that have been part of our worship experience here. But as I was completing this listing and writing up a
description of each, I realized that every one of these programs was an exploration of our relationship with God,
individually or collectively, and of His relationship with us! And each featured a different voice that added to a variety
of perspectives so important in United Methodism as we each seek to put together an understanding for our unique
selves. So this summer if you’re looking to exercise your brain, listen to those broadcasts, either live Sunday
mornings on the radio or by accessing them on our web site, and make notes of how each presentation speaks to you!
A couple more mind exercises for your summertime musing… What is the incident in your life that was the smallest
in it’s being, yet had the largest impact on you? My choice is easy… It was watching a pinpoint of light in the night
sky suddenly change course! What are the fewest words you could use to explain the most about the meaning of life?
For me, it is “opportunities to make choices.” Small choices like what’s for dinner, or bigger choices like a summer
radio program schedule, or huge choices that no doubt stay with us beyond this reality. I like being in a church where
there are differences of thought and approach. When there are two or more opinions on a matter, this provides
opportunity to learn from other perspectives. We “celebrate our differences” and love one another as we come
together from different places. And when there are ten different messages about our relationship with God in the
summer radio schedule, we might experience God in new and deeper ways.
Our denomination is being faced with a “Separation Protocol” that everyone seems to take as a sign of failure. But if
you think about it from a different angle, there are specific rules of conduct of how we are supposed to feel about these
issues in our Book of Discipline. Yet our church leadership has decided it is more important for United Methodists to
have diversity of thought, than it is to follow our rule book! Other mainline denominations have taken an inflexible
approach to their declared doctrines, but our church is going on record as saying “it is more important that you be able
to make up your own mind, than it is for us to tell you what you have to believe.” That’s a gutsy move! And maybe a
great reason to invite others who are seeking to explore choices in their relationship with God, to join with us!
Something to think about...
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Announcements
July Anniversarie
Jul 6 Bailey, Craig & Stormy
Jul 9 Bailey, Larry & Dale
Jul 15 Spratt, J. Thomas & Deborah
Jul 17 Tickner, Tom & Jackie
Jul 22 Keenan, Kevin and Janey
Jul 23 Murphy, Pat & John Whitehurst
Jul 30 Wilson, Bob & Malinda
July Birthday
Jul 5 Lincoln Macierowski
Jul 5 Sally Tompsett
Jul 7 Ethan Deragon
Jul 7 Erica Bailey
Jul 11 Jennifer Attea
Jul 11 Brandilyn Steves
Jul 14 Stormy Bailey
Jul 15 Dot Jenks
Jul 15 Shaun Stevens
Jul 22 J. Thomas Spratt
Jul 24 Brian Jr. Davis
Jul 27 Jeannie Michalski

August Anniversarie
Aug 8 Cousins, Jeff & Martha
Aug 9 Keenan, Bob and Judy
Aug 11 Gage, Matt & Jenn
Aug 13 Southern, Lorraine & Thomas
Aug 15 Rosebrough, Scott & Linda
Aug 18 House, Roger & Pat
Aug 18 Dickinson, Tim & Cathy
Aug 20 House, Bob & Ginny
Aug 22 Gage, Ricky & Julie
Aug 31 Amey, David & Lesly
August Birthday
Aug 3 Joan Wright
Aug 4 Greta May
Aug 5 Raelyn Gage
Aug 6 Gary Perrin
Aug 7 Kristyn Mininni
Aug 7 Kari Mears
Aug 10 Michael Louis Gillen Jr.
Aug 10 Melissa Doyle
Aug 16 Jacqueline Baker
Aug 16 Jeff McKeown
Aug 18 Greg Deragon
Aug 18 J. Luke Lottes
Aug 20 Zan deRis
Aug 26 Kolin Hunt
Aug 27 Jillian Bradigan
Aug 29 Greg McKeown
Aug 31 Pat House

Office Hours
The Office will be open he first week of July on July 1st, 9-12 only.
Pastor Mia will be on vacation from June 28th - July 5th.
In case of an emergency please contact Bobby Luu at 585-410-3405 or
bobbyluu@gmail.com. For prayer requests please reach out to Laurie Combs at
585-582-6332 or combslaurelann@gmail.com.
Reflections of Sue Gillen
July 17th Picnic in Remembrance of Sue Gillen. Please ask Pastor Mia for details
of the location and come fellowship and reflect on loving memories of our beloved
sister.
Communion
Communion will be held on the first Sunday of each month.
Coming in July
Outdoor Service, July 25th, 10 am service.
Worship in the Sun! It's a BYOC affair! Bring your own chair! *Chairs will be
available if needed. Light refreshments will be served. In case of inclement
weather, we will be in the sanctuary.
Coming in September
*Starting Sunday, September 12th
The Story: The Bible as One Continuing Story of God and His People, NIV
by Randy Frazee (Editor), Max Lucado
If you have never read the entire Bible in chronological order here is your
opportunity! I will be starting a 31-week Sunday Sermon series of The Story— an
innovative Bible that presents Scripture (overview) as a continuous narrative in
chronological order starting in September. I am inviting the entire congregation to
read along. Churches have testified to experiencing the following benefits: •
Enhanced comprehension of the Bible • Newfound confidence to share the Word •
Unified church community. The book comes with a student edition for younger
children. A bonus is that it is also on Audible and YouTube for persons who may
have visual challenges or prefer to listen. Our sister church Hilton United
Methodist Church will be donating some copies of the book. There will be an order
form in the coming months for you to order the book. The average cost of the book
is $10. Our sister Church Hilton United Methodist Church has donated 5 books
please let me know if you are interested in one.
Coming in October
Launching our Intentional Discipleship Strategic Planning Initiative (as required by
our Conference).
The Upper Room
The July/ August issue of "The Upper Room" devotional is in. If you would like

Submitted by Tim Dickinson

The September
newsletter
deadline is
August 15, 2021!
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