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“Behold, I will do something new, now it will spring forth; will you not be aware of
it? I will even make a roadway in the wilderness, rivers in the desert.” - Isaiah 43.19
Experiencing a global pandemic and living in the midst of it changes almost
everything. Over the last few months, we have seen life literally turned upside down
for so many. We have witnessed the devastation of illness, the sorrow of death, the
uncertainty of resources, economic consequences, and an emotional and spiritual toll
that may not be fully identified for months, if not years.
Yet, there is one thing that has not changed – one constant in the midst of the fear,
anxiety, and uncertainty. The mission of the Church of Jesus Christ HAS NOT
CHANGED. Our invitation to oﬀer the good news of Jesus Christ for all remains
our call.
While the mission has not changed, we have certainly experienced the ways in which
we carry out that mission change in ways that many of us could never imagine. Over
these past few months, I have been inspired by the stories of laity, clergy, and
congregations holding firm to our call as the Church while adapting in almost every
way how that call is accomplished and lived. The words “thank you: seem too little. I
have been blessed by your faithfulness and appreciate the hard and at times
seemingly impossible work done by every clergy and lay leader. THANK YOU!

Submitted by Pastor Mia

UNY Annual Conference 2020
As you are aware, earlier this spring, the Upper New
York Conference postponed our Annual Conference
with the hope of gathering together on Saturday, Oct. 3.
The ongoing realities of COVID-19 and our
commitment to the safety of those who will be a part of
that gathering, has caused us to change these plans.
After consultation with and approval by the Cabinet, the
Committee of Sessions, the Board of Trustees, and the
Executive Committee of the Board of Ordained
Ministry, Upper New York Area Resident Bishop, Mark
J. Webb, wants to share with you that the postponed
2020 session of Annual Conference will be held
virtually.
Bishop Webb said, "Each of us from our own location
will gather on Saturday, October 3 for our Annual
Conference session. This will be an abbreviated session
that will only deal with the essential business required.
In addition, the 2020 clergy session will meet virtually
as well. Originally, we scheduled the clergy session for
Friday, October 2, but we are now changing the date of
clergy session to Saturday, September 19th from 10:00
am until Noon."
The service of ordination will be held the evening of
Friday, October 2 with attendance being by invitation
only. Livestreaming of the ordination service will be
made available for all to experience. This is being done
to so that we can social distance and keep those who
will participate safe.
Click here to watch Bishop Webb's video announcement
about this decision to change the 2020 Annual
Conference to an online-event.
Over the next few weeks, you will be receiving detailed
information about these gatherings, including how to
register and be prepared to participate through a virtual
connection.
As you await this information, please do not hesitate to
contact your District Superintendent or Conference
office staff with any questions that you have.
-Genesee Valley District of the Upper New York Conference of the
United Methodist Church

September Radio
Programs
Submitted by Mark Blakely

09/06/20 "Go and Make Disciples, Matthew
28:19" together with Geneseo at Long Point
Park on September 9th, 2018. Pastor Keith
Griswold of Geneseo shares the message
with Pastor Natalie Bowerman.
Our
combined choirs and combined
congregations share a memorable time of
worship together.
09/13/20
"Why Bother?"
Pastor Larry
Beman guest-preaches one year ago on
09/08/19. Being a Christian and following in
the path of Jesus can be a lot of work,
sometimes, and involve much sacrifice.
Larry asks, "Why bother?" And then shares
how he answers that question for himself.
(Also, much reminiscing of former
congregants.)
09/20/20
Living Son Special Service
originally broadcast 08/31/14.
Favorite
selections from our men's choral group with
inspirational messages from the guys
interspersed.
09/27/20 "Pop the Clutch" with Pastor DJ
Robinson. Originally broadcast 06/25/17.
Ever feel like your life is stalled, your battery
running low? Pastor DJ offers a very funny
and inspirational encouragement of how to
get your motor running again!
10/04/20 "Prayer: Never Give Up" with
Pastor Kim Ferrel.
Originally broadcast
10/16/16.
First in a series of weekly
sermons on the meaning and importance of
prayer in our lives. Kim also touches upon
the extra-special need for prayer in an
election season.
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JESUS TAUGHT ME A LESSON
By Alex Albany
Years ago, Jesus taught me a lesson in our church in Haileybury, Canada.
I knew a young man named Bob.
He was a good singer and sang Chris?an songs in front of the church.
Everyone thought he was an awesome person.
Some?mes we would have evening services.
One evening he came outside and lit up a cigareFe.
On my way home, I thought to myself, “What a hypocrite, Bob is not a good Chris?an”.
Those who know me know I love to read and meditate on the Bible.
I was studying the Gospel of MaFhew chapter 7: 3-5.
ARer reading this I felt sad because I realized I wasn’t perfect either.
For those of you who don’t know it, I am Na?ve American.
We also have a saying that means the exact same principle:
Great Spirit, help me not to cri?cize my fellow man ?ll I have walked a mile in his moccasins.

A HUMOROUS TRUE STORY
By Alex Albany
When we ﬁrst met Pastor Mia, we all wore name tags with our names on it un?l she could remember who we
were.
I told her I was Na?ve American.
I told her when I was young, I loved to run.
My nickname was “Running Bear”.
Then I got old. Now I am known as “Walking Turtle”.
Once in a while she s?ll calls me “Running Bear” and we both laugh.
Every day I am so grateful to God for the giR of laughter.
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New Pew Cushions
Submitted by: Jackie Tickner

Currently, the COVID virus has us on pause, preventing us from holding
large Sunday services and from enjoying the fellowship of working together
on dinners and projects. However, we can still plan and look forward to
when things return to normal.

Maintaining our building, along with the

appearance and safety of our sanctuary is important to sustaining a healthy and active congregation. In that light, the
church council has approved the purchase of much needed new pew cushions.
The pew cushions have been ordered and should be here by mid-November at the latest. There are a total of 57
cushions. Sizes include 2 at 32”, 2 at 48”, 21 at 72”, and 32 at 90, a total of 379’ with a total cost of $10,130. There
is some money available, but more needs to be raised. At this time due to the COVID virus, we can’t hold fundraising
activities.
Your generosity in the past has helped obtain the piano, remodel the kitchen, and purchase new chairs for the
fellowship hall. We trust that we can again call on your big-heartedness to support this endeavor. Donations of any
amount are welcome, whether for an inch, a foot, or an entire section of a cushion. Whatever the amount, it will be
received with love and appreciation.
Mark your donation for pew cushions, and make sure you include your name, to ensure that you will be credited with
the donation. They can be mailed to the church or placed in the collection plate on Sundays. The COVID virus has
put many things on pause, but the one thing that can’t be paused is the love our wonderful, dedicated members have
for the Avon United Methodist Church.

A Fun Exercise to Help with Your Donation towards the Pew
Cushions
Submitted by: Jackie Tickner

Here is a fun idea for your donation for the pew cushions. Decide how much you would like to donate per seat in
your home. Now, count all the seating you own. Start with your living room, dining room, and kitchen. If your sofa
seats 3 people, count it as 3, Count everything that can be sat upon. Move to the family room, bedrooms, office, etc.
Don’t forget to look in your attic and basement. Count folding chairs, benches, and stools. High chairs, children’s
small chairs, piano benches, window benches, count them all. Now go outside and include your porch, patio, and
lawn furniture. Yes, picnic table benches too.
or benches?

Do you have bag chairs in your garage or car or a camper with chairs

Add them all up and multiply by the amount you chose to donate per seat. You will be surprised at the

number of seating items you own and AUMC will be excited to receive your donation.
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Per the Avon Food Pantry Facebook page:
Items needed at the Avon Food Pantry: Peanut Butter,
Adult Cereals, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Ketchup, Paper
Towels, Mayonnaise, Crackers, Bread, Relish, Frozen
corn, Eggs, Milk, Cheese, Bagged Potatoes, Applesauce
and Jelly. Thank you for your generosity!

The Upper Room
September/October Upper Room devotionals
have arrived. If you would like one, please
contact me and I will get one to you. Phone
#582-6332, email combslaurelann@gmail.com

Sep 1 Judy Babbitt
Sep 1 Courtney Gage
Sep 4 Cathy Dickinson
Sep 10 Lloyd Hynes
Sep 10 Sandy Rabjohns
Sep 11 Brooke Duryea
Sep 12 George Sullivan
Sep 14 Herb Jones
Sep 15 Judy Potter
Sep 16 John Barrett
Sep 17 Scott Gage
Sep 18 Elaine Davis
Sep 19 Larry Lippincott
Sep 19 Laurie Wright-Perrin
Sep 19 Dorothy Coyne
Sep 19 Victor Rowcliffe
Sep 20 Natalie Bowerman
Sep 22 Brenda McKeown
Sep 23 Steve House
Sep 29 Bobby Luu
Sep 30 Kris Deragon

-Laurie Combs

in September…
Sep 3 Gage, Courtney & Lisa
Sep 5 Quinlan, Daniel & Christine
Sep 6 Albany, Alex & Kathy
Sep 9 deRis, Matt and Tiffany
Sep 15 Macierowski, Matt & Michelle
Sep 23 Stephenson, Andy & Micki
Sep 29 Babbitt, Gary & Judy
Sep 29 Kenyon, Kyle & Miranda

September 22nd
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WYSL Radio Programs
by Mark Blakely

September 13, 2020
Congress passed the legislation proclaiming the first
Sunday after Labor Day as National Grandparents' Day
in the U.S. and, on August 3, 1978, then-President
Jimmy Carter signed the proclamation.
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Grandparents_Day

Hopefully everyone is aware by now that our “radio
ministry” continues weekly on WYSL 1040 AM or 92.1
FM at 7:30 AM Sundays. We are also on (temporarily) at
10:30 AM as well, until that time slot is filled by a new
client. Each weekly half hour broadcast consists of a
lightly re-edited version of one of our services from the
past nine years. As such, there is a nostalgic quality
about the programs, and some find them comforting and a
reminder of “a simpler time.” Who could have imagined
we’d be in a place right now where societal complexity
seems to have doubled and even tripled in such short
order?
Time and technology move on, and for the foreseeable
future our worship services will be recorded and shared
on digital platforms. (Again, who could have imagined
that a term such as “digital platform” would some day
have such familiar meaning in our lives?) Our current
services are broadcast on Facebook Live and made
available shortly thereafter on Facebook for anyone to
view in their own time. Similarly, all our archival radio
programs are available for anyone to listen to if they go
to our web site and follow the links to the programs.
Descriptions are included, as well as a copy of the
bulletin for each service. (Reading through the activities
for different weeks is also a reminder of what we used to
innocently take for granted.) Please let me know if there
is a specific program you would like to hear, and I will
make sure it gets into the lineup.
Recording and editing these weekly programs was a huge
amount of work and a part of my life for what would
have been ten years this coming April. I am gratified that
they can be repeated in a meaningful way, and that some
of you have taken the time to thank me for making them
available. Special thanks to Mark Brennan for organizing
them on our web page, and making them easily accessible
to those who are visiting there. And many thanks to Bob
D’Angelo for working with me each week, and
personally donating one-half the cost of putting the
programs on the air. And how does the other half get
paid? I can’t say, or someone will be very mad at me.
Thank you special mystery person for funding this
ministry for all of us for as long as it has been on the air!
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10:00 AM Worship
Service

🇺🇸 Labor Day
13
10:00 AM Worship
Service

20

9:00 AM Newsletter
Deadline
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10:00 AM Worship
Service

🍁 First Day of Fall
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10:00 AM Worship
Service

Please fill in the calendar as information becomes available.
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