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It’s August in Upstate New York which means it’s hot, it’s humid, people are
away; and retailers are promoting “Back to School,” sales. Brick n’ Mortar and
online sellers are promoting deals on everything from electronics to shirts and
shoes, and school supplies. Why? Because from children to young adults they
are heading back to class after a summer off. And people want something new
to show off or to be more productive. (Irony in real life, as I’m writing this my
cellphone gets a message, it’s from my cellphone service with a back-to-school
deal for new cellphones.) I went online to look at articles about the back-toschool sales trends and I came across one from the perspective of helping
retailers get ready to target items and sales and attract customers.
Seeing these ads already, and reading these news articles, got me thinking
about churches and worship. I’m not advocating for churches to do slick
advertising campaigns, but I do think we need to encourage and/or remind
people about coming back to church after a summer away; or maybe a year or
two away due to Covid.
Our spiritual health is just as important as our physical and mental health, and
like them we need to take care of our spiritual health. And the reality is we can’t
do it on our own. There’s an old joke that goes: “Why are Christians like
grapes?” Answer: “Because they only grow in clusters.” Grapes grow together
on the vine; you don’t just have a single grape, rather you have several together.
In the New Testament we’re told: “And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another…”(Hebrews
10:24-25) We encourage one another when we come together for worship and
times of fellowship.
I’m not going to suggest any special back to whatever promo. What I am going
to say is this: If you seek to be a full, whole human—mentally, physically,
emotionally, and spiritually—then please consider coming back to worship. In
person in the sanctuary, or online, whichever; but please be aware that as a
follower of Jesus we need each other in so many ways. Trust me, I know on my
own I can’t do it; I need my sisters and brothers in Christ to help me to grow and
mature.

Thanks to everyone who contributed to our UMW Bake
Sale. There were four tables loaded with your delicious
pies, cakes, muf ns, cookies, fudge, rice crispy treats,
caramel corn, and Chex mix. Thanks, also, to those who
purchased items and those who made donations. We
added to our UMW treasury $1170. 🤗 🤗 🤗 🤗
Submitted by: Ginny House

Our Annual Church Conference will be held on
Sunday November 6 at 2pm, at the Geneseo UMC.

Prayer Team
Submitted by: Deb Gage

If prayer is important in your life and

September Anniversaries

Sep 3 Gage, Courtney & Lisa
Sep 5 Quinlan, Daniel & Christine
Sep 6 Albany, Alex & Kathy
Sep 9 deRis, Matt and Tiffany
Sep 15 Macierowski, Matt & Michelle
Sep 23 Stephenson, Andy & Micki
Sep 29 Babbitt, Gary & Judy
Sep 29 Kenyon, Kyle & Miranda

you would like to spread the Good News
through prayer (team) this meeting is for
you. We welcome your ideas and
presence on September 11, 2022 when
we meet to discuss future plans. Royal
Perrin room after church.
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Sep 1 Judy Babbitt
Sep 1 Courtney Gage
Sep 4 Cathy Dickinson
Sep 10 Lloyd Hynes
Sep 10 Sandy Rabjohns
Sep 11 Brooke Duryea
Sep 12 George Sullivan
Sep 14 Herb Jones
Sep 15 Judy Potter
Sep 16 John Barrett
Sep 17 Scott Gage
Sep 18 Elaine Davis
Sep 19 Larry Lippincott
Sep 19 Laurie Wright-Perrin
Sep 19 Dorothy Coyne
Sep 19 Victor Rowcliffe
Sep 20 Natalie Bowerman
Sep 22 Brenda McKeown
Sep 23 Steve House
Sep 29 Bobby Luu
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Radio Ministry Update
by Mark Blakely
Perhaps some of you have already noticed that there is no listing in this newsletter for September radio
programs! For the past 28 months we have been revisiting some vintage worship service programs
recorded since we first went on the air Sunday mornings on WYSL in April, 2011. Back in April of
2020, it was necessary to find a different means of continuing this ministry due to sudden COVID
restrictions, and then the ongoing social limitations which ensued. But now, after much reflection, I
have decided it is time to make a return to broadcasting our weekly worship programs! This will begin
on Sunday morning, September 11th with a recording of our September 4th worship service. (The radio
program on the 4th actually features the joint service with Geneseo UMC at Long Point Park that
included Pastor Keith, their minister at the time!)
Some things have changed since our last “up-to-date” radio broadcast in March of 2020… Our choral
music program has struggled with pandemic-related issues. There are fewer people in the congregation
to help project the volume level of hymns and responsive readings. But what hasn’t changed is the
enthusiasm, love, and dedication that carries through in each of our worship services. And we certainly
have top-notch messages coming from our pulpit! If for no other reason than this, our Avon UMC
voices need to spread beyond our four walls to help comfort and inspire others.
I’ve shared in discussion with some of you whether the availability of Facebook Live might make a
radio broadcast seem more redundant these days. After all, if anyone wants to tune in to what we have
to say, they are able to... with visuals, and in “real time!” But our radio program seems to serve a unique
audience, those who have made it a part of their “background” Sunday morning activities as they
otherwise prepare to engage in daily activities. Indeed, every conversation I have had with those who
regularly listen has centered around how they enjoy the accompaniment of our celebration and messages
as part of a routine that honors the rest of this day.
I’m not certain that every upcoming Sunday will faithfully feature a worship service from the week
before. Throughout the nine years of doing this, it was occasionally quite challenging to always make
that happen. And the last couple of years have enabled a lot more flexibility in my scheduling. So I
might throw in an occasional “best of” during monthly programming, or I might even need to as
“technical difficulties” do happen in the recording process! (See my other newsletter article...)
One new addition to how we will return to a more current worship broadcast schedule is that Mark
Brennan will continue to include the weekly bulletins associated with each service, on our web site.
Back when we were focused on replaying older services, we felt it necessary to include a bulletin from
each date for reference. But now this extra feature will continue within our renewed format. So, our
“radio ministry” continues to continue weekly on WYSL 1040 AM or 92.1 FM at 7:30 AM Sundays, or
any time on our web site at www.avonnyumc.org. Share this news with a friend. It’s a quick way to
introduce others to our new minister, Pastor Keith!
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“Technical Difficulties”
with Mark Blakely
How many of you remember those old gray-scale TV screen test patterns announcing, “Please Stand By…
Experiencing Technical Difficulties” in the early days of black and white TV? It was not uncommon for local
broadcast stations to have equipment failures or for signals being relayed to them from their national affiliates to
become interrupted by bad weather or other physical events. Looking back on it all, system breakdowns probably
would have been even more common if TV stations didn’t all go off the air at midnight and have those nighttime
hours to test and repair the comparatively fragile methods and equipment that foreshadowed the ruggedness and
reliability of today’s info-system technology!
Though modern means of mass-communicating information seems light years beyond what some of us grew up
with, one part of the experience has remained constant and if anything, increased along with our information
choices! From the simplest system to the most complex, technical difficulties continue to challenge us and
discourage us, and cause us to spend extra time and often money hiring specialists to try to guide us into a
configuration providing at least temporarily reliable performance. (Meanwhile, learning things we never thought
we’d need to know, or perhaps ever wanted to, as well.)
We are fortunate in our congregation to have some pretty tech-savvy members. Probably most would admit to
becoming that way of personal necessity, learning to deal with their own technical challenges. Despite this there are
still problems that crop up here, and even a number that have gone unresolved after many months. Our video
projector has been shrinking the size of PowerPoint content during Sunday worship, despite displaying everything
else full screen. The desktop computer in the Sanctuary that we used for Zoom connectability has suddenly started
requiring a Microsoft client password login, and yet it didn’t used to! The copier/printer used by the church offices
doesn’t always allow for connections over our wireless network from a laptop or even the office computer! And the
smoke and fire detection system that calls outside our church in emergencies needs to be set up with a new account
name, and an e-mail forwarding system that contacts a half dozen potential responders.
Technical difficulties can acquire a life of their own after a while, ultimately discouraging further interaction
through a sort of “difficulty fatigue.” Some of you reading this might have the knowledge or even the blind
ambition to tackle one or more of these problems. But perhaps an even mightier approach would be to assemble a
small group of people who not only want to work on these kinds of issues together, but desire to learn from one
another! Lately, I have been thinking about what a great outreach ministry a small force of tech helpers could be in
a community. This group could offer free technical services to others, as well as network with and oversee a list of
trusted paid resources for the more difficult issues. (I even have a name for the group, “A little Bit of help!”) I
think this kind of community ministry would be embraced in today’s challenging communications environment, and
perhaps open new pathways for dialogue with the host church!
And finally, wouldn’t “Please Stand By… Experiencing Technical Difficulties” (along with a test screen pattern)
make a great novelty t-shirt slogan for those of us who find our own “personal systems” experiencing increasing
challenges? I used to really relate every time I started up the previous office copier, as the display would inform
me: “Please Wait… System Warming Up.” It reminded me of that first cup of coffee in the morning. Our new
copier might not be as empathetic, but no doubt has other redeeming features, I suppose, thanks to unrelenting
advances in technology...
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Patriot Day (Sept 11) History
Patriot Day is a day the US
remembers the terrorist attacks
on September 11, 2001. This day
is commonly referred to as 9-11
(Nine-Eleven). It is believed that
2,977 people died in the attacks.
P r e s i d e n t G e o r g e W. B u s h
proclaimed September 11th
Patriot Day in 2002.
-wincalendar.com
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