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United Nations Day October 24, 2020 

75th Anniversary of the UN 

UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter. With the ratification 
of this founding document by the majority of its signatories, including the five permanent members of 
the Security Council, the United Nations officially came into being. 
24 October has been celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948. In 1971, the United Nations General 
Assembly recommended that the day be observed by Member States as a public holiday. 

The Charter of the United Nations is the founding document of the United 
Nations. It was signed on 26 June 1945, in San Francisco, at the conclusion of 
the United Nations Conference on International Organization. In many 
countries the Charter had to be approved by their congresses or parliaments. It 
had therefore been provided that the Charter would come into force when the 
Governments of China, France, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, the United 
States and a majority of the other signatory states had ratified it and deposited 

notification to this effect with the State Department of the United States. On 24 October 1945, this 
condition was fulfilled and the United Nations came into existence. The Statute of the International 
Court of Justice is an integral part of the Charter. 

https://research.un.org/en/UN75/1941-1945

A new series called “Chat 
with the Pastor” will debut in next 

month’s newsletter. More details to 
come...

https://research.un.org/en/UN75/1941-1945
https://research.un.org/en/UN75/1941-1945
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When Do We “Fall Back” In 2020? 
The first Sunday in November is when Daylight Saving Time ends in most areas of the 
U.S., so in 2020 we’ll “fall back” one hour and return to Standard Time on Sunday, 
November 1, 2020, at 2 a.m. Be sure to set your clocks back one hour before bed 
Saturday night!

The return of Standard Time means the Sun will rise a little earlier (at least according to 
our clocks) so if you’re an early riser, you’ll enjoy the rays as you have your breakfast. 
And you’ll “gain” one hour of sleep. The bad news? It will be dark by the time most of 
us get out of work.

-https://www.farmersalmanac.com/daylight-saving-time-change

Upper NY Conference one-day virtual 
session Saturday October 3, 2020. 

Thank you Pastor Mia for putting yourself 
out there on ZOOM and Facebook Live 

and navigating ministry through an 
unprecedented time known as coronavirus 

(COVID-19).

October Anniversaries
Oct 23 Coyne, Ted & Dorothy 

October Birthdays
Oct 4 Carole Stephenson 
Oct 5 Adelyn Duryea 
Oct 5 Marjorie Frederick 
Oct 7 Montana Anne Macierowski 
Oct 7 Lisa Tompsett 
Oct 8 Cindy Loy 
Oct 9 Alex Albany 
Oct 10 Christine Quinlan 
Oct 12 Deb Gage 
Oct 13 Rachel Rethman 
Oct 14 Judy Keenan 
Oct 16 Ryan Davis 
Oct 21 Norrine Furman 
Oct 23 Sean Miron 
Oct 26 Robin Dieffenbacher 
Oct 28 Dan Brokaw 
Oct 29 Kathy Albany

Beginning September 8, 2020, new 
office hours will be: 

Monday  10AM-3PM 

Tuesday  9AM-Noon 

Thursday  9AM-Noon

Submitted by Tim Dickinson 

https://www.farmersalmanac.com/daylight-saving-time-change
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/daylight-saving-time-change
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Trustee Report 
                            by Mark Blakely
 
It's hard to believe a half year has passed since we 
last worshiped together in our Sanctuary with no 
thought of infec9on in the air.  But reality, such as it 
is, now requires a much different approach to 
gathering together (or deciding to stay distanced 
from one another.)  Your church leadership has spent 
many hours in Zoom conferences and by phone and 
e-mail to devise a course through unchartered 
territory, abiding by the mandates of state and local 
health authori9es.  And now we are able to "meet" 
once again as a congrega9on, either in person in our 
Sanctuary, or via electronic means for those who 
have the capabili9es to follow on Facebook.  
Through all this adjustment and adapta9on to our 
new norms, the Church Council has been the guiding 
body along with the help of medical specialists Deb 
SpraM and Jim TompseM.  Our Trustee CommiMee 
has not been as ac9ve as usual, simply because the 
building has been closed and most of our ongoing 
projects put on hold. 
  
However, we have con9nued to perform as an 
advisory group to Church Council, as is our most 
basic func9on in the UM structure...  researching 
and recommending means of adap9ng to new 
limita9ons, and eleva9ng the safety threshold of our 
in-church environment.  One of the most noteworthy 
accomplishments has been the installa9on of two 
commercial air purifying units located in the 
Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall.  These filtering 
units run con9nuously and subject the air flowing 
through them to ultraviolet light which further 
cleanses the rooms in which they are located.  They 
are not s ized to provide ac9ve, or real 
9me modifica9on of the environments, as this would 
require an investment in equipment many 9mes the 
cost of our installa9on.  But in the intervals between 
worship services and other uses of the building, 
they will filter and cleanse the air of any lingering 
contaminants.  I purchased a par9cle meter to 
measure the indoor environment and our readings 
inside these two rooms of the church are cleaner 
than the air coming in from outside!  This is just an 
extra measure of security, as we adhere to the other 
safety protocols mandated to help keep us healthy 
together. 

  
The new purifying units are not a very visible 
enhancement, by design.  However, another Trustee 
project in the works will soon be...  We are having 
the upper-story trim on our Sanctuary painted in 
October!  The front of the church looks par9cularly 
shabby.  The lower areas have been maintained over 
the years, but anything requiring a tall ladder or an 
aerial liY has been neglected.  So we've hired the 
fellow who earlier in the summer painted the old 
Driscoll building on the Park Circle (by the post 
office) to do this work.  None of our guys has the 
"enthusiasm" to tackle this kind of work any more, 
s o w e h av e fo u n d s o m e o n e w i t h g re a t 
recommenda9ons who does it for a living to provide 
the effort.  It is extremely rare that we hire anything 
done outside of our congrega9onal skill pool.  The 
only other instance I can think of is when we paid to 
have the elevated concrete pad in the furnace room 
removed a few years ago for similar reasons.  None 
of us wanted to break up concrete! 
  
Most of our projects are s9ll manageable in-house.  
Other tasks currently on the schedule include 
cleaning the pew wood in the Sanctuary such that 
clothing does not s9ck to the backs on warm 
summer days.  This was supposed to be done prior 
to the delivery of the new pew cushions, but our 
super-fantas9c vendor upended that plan with their 
incredible efficiency.  And although the Educa9on 
Wing of the church is mostly closed due to pandemic 
restric9ons, the office space remains ac9ve and in 
need of several updates.  Our computer equipment 
averages over 10 years old, and Pastor Mia's 
computer is slow and unreliable.  So we are 
researching a new one for the secretary's office, and 
will move that office computer to her desk.  Also, the 
chair roller pad in the secretary's office is cracking 
badly and needs to be replaced.  In the past, I have 
purchased items for the sound booth through 
Staples and their cartridge credit program.  We can 
obtain a new roller pad in the same way.  If you have 
used ink cartridges, please bring them to church and 
deposit them in the container in the front hallway.  
Or, hang them in a plas9c shopping bag on the 
church side door handle, or in a ziploc bag on top of 
the mailbox at that entrance.  It's a small effort 
that will pay off in a bigger way.  Not a bad metaphor 
for other things we have adjusted to since March!
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October Radio 
Programs 

Submitted by Mark Blakely

10/04/20 "Prayer: Never Give Up" 
with Pastor Kim Ferrel. Originally 
broadcast 10/16/16. First in a series 
of weekly sermons on the meaning 
and importance of prayer in our lives. 
Kim also touches upon the extra-
special need for prayer in an election 
season. 
  
10/11/20 "The Greater Goal" with 
Pastor Greg Franklin.  Originally 
broadcast 02/05/12.  What are 
you passionate about?  How do you 
serve?  What is the message when 
circumstances force us to slow down 
and reevaluate?  What are the 
opportunities? 
  
10/18/20 "A Church for All" with 
Pastor Natalie Bowerman.  Originally 
broadcast 10/07/18.  What does it 
look like to honor all diversity?  How 
do we honor the uniqueness of each 
i n d i v i d u a l a n d y e t u n i t e 
together through what we have in 
common?  
  
10/25/20 "It's Not Magic" with Pastors 
Mary Mar t in and K im Fer re l .  
Originally broadcast 07/19-15.  Kim 
and Willis have baby Jack baptized.  
Mary speaks on the sacrament of 
baptism and it's special meaning with 
children, a relationship with God and 
each other that grows with us through 
life. 
   
11/01/20 "All Saints Day" led by the 
Trustee Committee with message by 
Pastor Marvin Krieger.  Originally 
broadcast one year ago on November 
3rd.  Recognition is given for 
memorial gifts given in the preceding 
two years, along with gifts of service 
by our many dedicated parishioners.  
Marvin reflects on the relationships 
with special people and events that 
were part of his ministry experience 
here.

x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://7
x-apple-data-detectors://9
x-apple-data-detectors://10
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://7
x-apple-data-detectors://9
x-apple-data-detectors://10
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Current Disaster Response 
UMCOR and its partners are responding to disasters in the 
United States every day. Please join us in prayer for the 
affected areas and consider giving to UMCOR U.S. 
Disaster Response to support these efforts. View our 
“Active Response Map” below and check for live updates 
on how you can assist beyond financial giving. 

Hurricane Sally
In response to the major flooding caused by Hurricane 
Sally, UMCOR is in contact with conference disaster 
response coordinators in Mississippi, Alabama and Florida. 
UMCOR is helping to meet immediate needs with financial 
support, awarding a solidarity grant to the Alabama-West 
Florida Conference. More than 1,600 cleaning kits from the 
warehouse in Decatur, Alabama – two truck loads full – 
have been sent to the impacted areas. The dedicated work 
of local emergency response teams and conference 
disaster response coordinators is sustaining the relief effort 
at this time.

Hurricane Laura
UMCOR awarded solidarity grants to the Louisiana, Texas 
and Mississippi Conferences to meet immediate needs. 
UMCOR-trained Emergency Response Teams are present 
and working in effected areas. As the response continues, 
UMCOR will work with conference disaster response 
coordinators and help coordinate cleaning kit distribution as 
well as supplies and PPE for volunteers. As the recovery for 
this storm will take years, UMCOR will also provide case 
management services.

Wildfires in the West
UMCOR is in communication with the affected annual 
conferences across multiple states as they face and 
respond to the massive spread of wildfires. Solidarity grants 
have been awarded to the Pacific Northwest and Oregon-
Idaho Conferences.

Midwest U.S. Derecho
Relief efforts for the widespread damage caused by the 
mighty high-wind storm, or “derecho,” in places such as 
Iowa and Illinois are being organized by UMCOR-trained 
conference disaster response coordinators. Emergency 
response teams have been deployed and UMCOR is in 
communication with the impacted conferences. A solidarity 
grant has been awarded to the Iowa Conference.

Hurricane Isaias
Through the Caribbean and all along the eastern coast of 
the United States, heavy wind, rain, flooding and tornadoes 
brought damage.

Puerto Rico was hit hard while still engaged in recovery 
from Hurricane Irma, Hurricane Maria, the December 2019/
January 2020 Hurricane swarm, and a major economic 
disruption related to COVID-19. UMCOR awarded a 
solidarity grant to support the response efforts of the 
Methodist Church of Puerto Rico (MCPR).

Emergency response teams have been deployed in many 
states. UMCOR is working with the North Carolina, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania/Delaware and Eastern Pennsylvania 
Conferences. UMCOR awarded a solidarity grant to the 
North Carolina Conference to support their response to 
coastal damage and tornado recovery.

Hurricane Hanna
UMCOR awarded a solidarity grant to undergird the relief 
and response of the Rio Texas Conference. The conference 
deployed emergency response teams and received 
cleaning kits for flood-affected households.

Flooding in Michigan
UMCOR awarded a solidarity grant to the Michigan 
Conference in response to the flooding brought on by heavy 
rains and dam failures in central Michigan in late May. The 
grant provided material support for early response teams as 
they stabilized, secured and cleaned out the homes of 
many survivors as well as personal protective equipment for 
responding United Methodist churches. UMCOR-trained 
case managers are working alongside clients as they 
navigate recovery.

Southeastern U.S. storms and 
tornadoes
In response to the deadly storms that swept across many 
southern states in the spring, UMCOR awarded solidarity 
grants the Tennessee Conference, Mississippi Conference, 
North Alabama Conference, South Carolina Conference 
and North Georgia Conference to support initial relief 
efforts. UMCOR continues to be in close communication 
with conferences during recovery efforts. A recovery grant 
has been awarded to the Tennessee Conference for the 
March 2 tornadoes and hail storm.

-www.umcmission.org

http://www.umcmission.org
http://www.umcmission.org
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October
2020

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

27 28 29 30 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

7:00 PM Worship 
Team Meeting via 
ZOOM

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

9:00 AM Newsletter 
Deadline

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10:00 AM Worship 
Service 

🎃  Halloween

November
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 1 2 3 4 5

Avon United Methodist Church 
130 Genesee St. 
Avon, NY 14414 

585-226-8600 ▫  www.avonnyumc.org

Upper N.Y. 
Annual 

Conference 
(virtual)

Please fill in the calendar as information becomes available. 

http://www.avonnyumc.org
http://www.avonnyumc.org
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