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~Upcoming Dates~
Dec. 1

World AIDS Day

Dec. 6, 13, 20

Advent

Dec. 21 Winter Begins
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
Dec. 25 Christmas Day
Dec. 31

New Year’s Eve

Jan. 1

New Year’s Day

Jan. 17

Human Relations
Day

Jan. 18

MLK Day

Alex Albany was born in Haileybury, Ontario. Alex shared that as a little boy he didn’t have
a Christmas Tree because he had no electricity in his town. His family while in Haileybury,
used coal oil and oil lamps to light their home. When Alex was four years old, he was taken
away from his home and placed in foster care. He grew up in different homes from the ages
of 4 -18. Once Alex turned eighteen, he moved back to Mowat’s Landing, Canada. Alex
worked in a Hunting and Fishing Camp for a couple of years while in Mowat. When he
turned twenty-two, he moved to Rochester, NY where he met and married his wife Kathy.
Alex and Kathy have two sons, Allen and Michael.
Alex expressed that he was scared into his conversion with Christ in 1965. According to
Alex, the minister was a preaching fire and brimstone and he didn’t want to go to hell.
Eventually he came to an understanding that God was seeking relationship.
Alex shared that his interest in how the Lord works led him to explore and experience
various denominations. Alex moved to Avon, NY seven years ago and visited several
churches before settling on Avon United Methodist Church. Alex confessed that he chose
AUMC because he found the people very friendly.
Alex believes that it is important to get saved and that God can help people with their
problems. He enjoys martial arts, and writing stories and poems. What most people don’t
know about Alex is that his father was a Trapper, he would trap beavers to get their furs and
sell them. His father was also a fiddler.
Thank you, Alex, for sharing your story with us. We are inspired by your tenacity. Your
presence brings greater love to our congregation.

You Are Invited!
To: An Advent Vigil
When: Thursday evenings in
December (3rd, 10th, 17th and
24th)
If snow impedes driving, Vigil will
be held on Friday.
Time: 7pm
Where: The back parking lot of the
Avon United Methodist Church
130 Genesee Street, Avon, NY
Advent is the season of waiting and
preparation for Jesus’s birth. Vigils
will be held outside for about 20
minutes and will include candle
lighting, a message, prayer and
song. Dress warmly, bring a candle
if you have one, and a chair if you
prefer to sit. We will need to abide
by CDC guidelines, keeping a 6
foot distance from those with
whom you do not live, and wearing
a face covering. Messages will
center on the advent themes of
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. All are
welcome!
Contact Person: Rachel at
gisorachel@gmail.com or The
Church office 585-226-8600.
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Tops Cards
As we begin the activities of the holiday season it is a good time to remember to use the
Tops Cards. These cards allow for quick and easy transactions towards purchases in the
store or at Tops gasoline pumps. Our church benefits from the sale of the cards, receiving
5% back, which gets added to the general fund for church operations. To date, the 2020
sales of these cards are down about $6,000.
The Tops Cards can be used for everything available at the store including postage
stamps and other gift cards. Transactions are quick and easy, just swipe and go, with no
cash to carry or handle. The cards also make great gifts.
Tops Cards are available in $25, $50, and $100 amounts. Elaine Davis has them
available on Sunday mornings, or you can stop in the office on Tuesday or Thursday
mornings between 9:00 and noon. If that isn’t convenient, contact Jackie Tickner
(226-2825) to arrange a time to pick them up at her home.

Pew Cushions

Small-Group Discussion on
Racism
This small group discussion is open and informal.
With or without the book, “White Fragility: and Why
It’s So Hard for White People to Talk about Racism”
you are welcome to join us. We meet twice monthly in
the evenings. Our next meeting is on December 10th
at 7 pm.
Future Dates all at 7 pm.
December

10th chapters 8 & 9

December

17th Chapter 10

January

14th Chapter 11

January

21st Final Chapter 12

It is a delight to have new pew cushions in
our sanctuary! It is also a delight to
acknowledge the many wonderful people
who donated towards their purchase. As of
mid-November, when this ar?cle is being
wri@en, we are very near our ﬁnancial goal to
cover the cost of the cushions. Part of the
money is coming from the Memorial Fund,
dona?ons that have been received by the
church in memory of loved ones who passed
away. The remainder of the money is from
the generous dona?ons of our members.
Whenever there is a need, whether it is to
cover extra expenses or for work to be done,
we can always count on you to step forward
and help where you can. The cushions are a
bright and cheery improvement to the pews,
but it is the people who occupy them who
are the light of the church. It is truly a
blessing to be a part of this wonderful
congrega?on. Thank you all.
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Worship Team Update
Some folks have wondered what the difference is
between donating to the church and AmazonSmile
donations via the church website. Here’s a
breakdown:
DONATE DIRECTLY TO THE CHURCH: You can
donate directly to the church if you go to the
church website and click on the “Donate to Avon
UMC” link at the top of the page. Once you land
on the page, you’ll see a yellow donate button.
Click or tap that and it takes you to a secure
PayPal page. From there you can either donate by
using your own PayPal account or use a credit/
debit card. You can even set up a monthly
donation. Complete the information on that page
and hit “Donate Now” at the bottom. That’s it!
PayPal processes the payment and the money is
deposited into the church’s bank account.
AMAZONSMILE: A donation can be made by
clicking or tapping on ‘AmazonSmile’ at the top
of the website home page. This donation is
different. When you land on our AmazonSmile
page, you’ll see a button that says “click or tap to
shop and donate”. Once clicked, you’ll land on
the AmazonSmile log in page. In this case, you’ll
need to set-up or already have an Amazon
account. Amazon is a shopping website where
you can find just about anything you’re looking
for. Once you log in, you will be taken to the
charity selection page which has been featured in
previous newsletters more in depth. Be sure to
set-up Avon United Methodist Church in NY as
your preferred charity and start shopping.
AmazonSmile will then donate 0.5% of your
purchase price to the church via periodic bank
account deposits. Remember to shop responsibly.
Visit your website today: www.avonnyumc.org!

Thank you to everyone who took the ?me to
complete the worship survey.
We received 46
responses. It is clear that people really care about
our church and want to make sure that we con?nue
growing and sharing our love for God. The team
appreciates all of the hearKelt responses. We value
each opinion and will be looking at this feedback as
we move forward with planning future worship
services.
The worship team is working on a plan to safely serve
communion on December 20th. The bread will be
served in individual bags and the juice will be in
disposable plas?c cups. We know that many people
have missed the sacrament of communion and we
hope to be able to bring this back and s?ll be safe.
Plans are being made for the Advent and Christmas
season. We will decorate with banners, the Christmas
tree and poinseQas. There will be 20 minute Advent
Vigils with songs, candles and messages of hope,
peace, joy and love that will take place outdoors on
Dec. 3, 10, 17 and 24th at 7:00 p.m. Due to the Covid
restric?ons, we will not be able to safely hold a
tradi?onal Christmas Eve service. We are going to
video musical selec?ons and scripture readings and
make this available for you to watch with your family
on Christmas Eve.
The worship team sends our love and prayers to you
during this diﬃcult ?me. May the peace of Christ be
in your heart during this holiday season.
The Worship Team
Pastor Mia, Linda Rosebrough, Ginny House, Cindy
Loy, Kiska Stevens, Carole Stephenson, Miranda
Kenyon, Alex Albany
Laurie Combs & Jackie Po@er (Lay Leaders)
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In Loving Memory

Submitted by Tim Dickinson

All I Want For Christmas
is……...?

Jean Elizabeth (Wood) Perrin of Avon, NY and more
recently Nashua, NH, 99, died at home on November 14,
2020. She was the widow of Royal T. Perrin. They were
married for 60 years.
The daughter of Fremont and Johanna Wood, Jean was born
and raised in Leroy, New York, and graduated from Leroy
High School. After completing a secretarial course she met
Royal while working at Rochester Insulation. They married
in 1943 when Royal was home on leave from serving in
Iceland (scouting for German submarines in the North
Atlantic).
After her husband’s Naval service was completed they raised
their family in the Town of Avon, where they were active
members of the United Methodist church community for
many years. Mrs. Perrin enjoyed cooking and sewing for her
family, participating in a variety of church groups and card
clubs, and spending time with her many friends in Avon.
She also enjoyed traveling– in their retirement they visited
many of the 50 states in their motor home; in later years they
spent winters with a new community of friends in Key West,
Florida.
Intentional about being a life-long learner by staying
engaged and connected with current events and her extended
family, Jean learned to use an ipad and iphone at the age of
93!

Responses
✦
✦
✦

✦
✦

✦

✦
✦
✦
✦

Peace and love, Linda Rosebrough
More kindness, Kiska Stevens
For the Pandemic to be over, Jackie Potter and
Mavis Preston
A smooth presidential transition, Roland Lee
Families to be together across states, Cindy
Loy
To thank everyone for all the prayers and the
cards and tender loving care that I have
received, June Despard
A New Kidney, Alex Albany
Peace, Elaine Davis
To keep on going, Marjorie Frederick
For God to grant every one of your wishes,
Pastor Mia

Jean leaves 2 children; Patty Sims of Charleston WV and
Sandy Berube and her husband Paul Berube of Nashua, NH
– with whom she had lived for the last 5 years; and was
predeceased by her daughter Diane (Perrin) Baker. She also
leaves 6 grandchildren; 7 great-grandchildren; and many
nieces and nephews.
A memorial service in Avon will be planned for next spring,
dependent on restrictions for public gatherings. She will be
buried next to her husband in the Avon Cemetery.
Published with the family’s permission.
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Interfaith Council Announcements
Submitted by: Jackie Potter

December Anniversaries
I want to mention a few announcements from our recent Interfaith Council meeting:
Dec 18 Brokaw, Dan & Julie
๏ First Presbyterian Church is holding a holiday craft bazaar. It is on Facebook
Dec 31 Beman, Larry & Barbara Bruce
December Birthdays
Dec 1 Jolene (Barrett) Rugg
Dec 2 Jackie Tickner
Dec 2 Audree Carpenter
Dec 3 Micki Stephenson
Dec 5 Mary Primm
Dec 6 Kenneth Furman
Dec 7 Bob French
Dec 7 Justin Lottes
Dec 8 JT Spratt
Dec 10 Lorraine Southern
Dec 10 Benjamin Amey
Dec 11 Bill Rabjohns
Dec 15 Ralph Duryea
Dec 16 Jeff Cousins
Dec 18 Gary Davis
Dec 19 LuAnn Lottes
Dec 21 Lill Johnson
Dec 27 Bob Keenan
Dec 31 Donna House

January Anniversaries
Jan 5 Sullivan, George & Nancy
Jan 19 Davis, Brian & Karen
January Birthdays
Jan 4 Brandon Moses
Jan 6 Mark McKeown
Jan 6 Barb Montesano
Jan 8 Tasha Hairston
Jan 10 Josh Deragon
Jan 11 Jodi Rowcliffe
Jan 15 Garry Henderson
Jan 16 Richard House
Jan 16 Sylvia Stafford
Jan 16 Bob House
Jan 16 Daniel Owens
Jan 19 Roy Moses
Jan 19 Sue Moses
Jan 19 Martha Cousins
Jan 20 Judson Gage
Jan 24 Shirley Burritt
Jan 27 Mark Brennan
Jan 29 Jonah Cousins
Jan 29 Michelle Macierowski
Jan 29 Pat Murphy
Jan 29 Lisa Kay Kuchar
Jan 30 Alexander Bowerman
Jan 31 Krista Moses

Messenger. You can also call the church Monday through Thursday between
9-5 to schedule an appointment to look at the craft items. Curbside service
is available. This church will not be conducting the cookie sale this year.

๏ The Wesleyan Church will still be conducting their live nativity at 4 Corners on
Route 5 going towards Caledonia this year. It will be a walking tour. No
hayrides this year. Sometime mid December.
๏ Zion Church is holding a fundraiser for their Circle Nursery School which has
been in existence for 40 years. Covid has hit them especially hard. With
restrictions and additional safety precautions, the nursery has been hard hit.
If you can help by making a donation to them, it would be appreciated. The
Interfaith Council has made a donation to them for $500.
๏ Central Presbyterian of Avon will be holding a live nativity where people will
drive by to view. The church band will also be playing from the church porch
steps. Pastor Karin will be holding two Christmas Eve services. One at 4
pm, the other at 7:30 pm. Seating capacity for each service is around 50
people; you will have to call for a reservation.
๏ On another note, my sister Nancy and I have been filling and distributing
Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets on our own for over 5 years. We put
together 100 boxes for Thanksgiving and another 100 boxes for Christmas.
We donate to 6 diﬀerent charities in the area:
Catholic Charities of
Livingston county, Lifespan, Baden Street Settlement, Cameron Street
Ministries, Honeoye Food Pantry, Hemlock Food Pantry and my niece-in-law
is a counselor at a local school which takes baskets also. This year has been
more challenging in that we were unable to purchase 200 plastic 18 gallon
totes to put the items in. We finally resorted to economy storage boxes that
had handles and covers. For Thanksgiving, I shop for 200 boxes of stuﬃng
mix, 200 boxes of jello, 200 boxes of macaroni and cheese, 200 cans of
vegetables, 100 jars each of pickles, olives, peanuts, applesauce, apple juice
and cranberry sauce. I purchased 100 boxes of brownie mix, 100 boxes of
cake mix and 100 tubs of frosting, 100 boxes of instant potatoes, 100
packets of gravy mix. My sister also includes a $25 gift card to purchase the
turkey for Thanksgiving or a ham for Christmas. Putting together the boxes
this year was more challenging and time consuming as I had to assemble all
the boxes.
Everything is assembled in my garage.
The diﬀerent
organizations pick up the boxes from there. It was strenuous work but when
I think of all the people receiving the box who would otherwise not have a
Thanksgiving or Christmas, it is worth all the eﬀort put forth. I have heard
over and over again the appreciation this year for my sister and my continued
eﬀort to help in these hurting times. My sister supplies the funds and I
supply the brawn. It is a good thing.
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AVON INTERFAITH COUNCIL
MEETING
November 2020
Avon Food Pantry Report
Statistics for the month of October: 82
families were served including 111 adults, 67
children and 30 seniors.
A distribution of food provided by Foodlink
was held on October28th, at the Driving Park
in Avon. Two hundred and ninety-four boxes
of food were distributed and approximately six
hundred people served.
The Thanksgiving boxes of food for 95 families
are being assembled and will be ready for
pickup on Monday November 23rd and
Tuesday Nov. 24th between 11am and 2pm.
Deliveries of the food boxes to those unable to
pickup will be on Tues. 24th.
We are expecting a delivery of Christmas food
items from Foodlink on Monday December 7th.
The Christmas box will contain perishable
items only for families with children and gift
cards will be added to the boxes for parents to
purchase Christmas gifts for their children.
The Christmas boxes will be ready for pickup on
Monday December 21st and Tuesday the
22nd.
Thank you All for your contribution of the
nonperishable foods and thank you All for
helping to make this event possible.
“Thanksgiving is a season to share the much or
little we have, a season to be thoughtful of the
less privileged and grateful for what we have.”
Have a blessed Thanksgiving
Answers on page 10.

Jennifer Palmer – Avon Food Pantry Director -
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December and January Radio
Programs
By: Mark Blakely
11/29/20 “Journey to Bethlehem: Growing in Peace” with
Pastor Mia Richardson. Originally broadcast a year ago
on December 1st.
Our journey through the Advent
Season is a journey to Bethlehem and to Jesus, the
Bread of Life and Prince of Peace. On this journey may
we grow in a peace which passes all understanding and
become instruments of His peace with one another in this
troubled world…
12/06/20 “The Way of Hope” with Pastor Kim Ferrel.
Originally broadcast 12/02/12. Hope is reborn in the
season of Advent, hope for today and hope for the future.
What do you hope for? How can we bring hope to a
world divided in so many ways?
12/13/20 “A Service of Special Music” with Pastor Natalie
Bowerman. Originally broadcast 12/16/18. Mitzie Collins,
Roxanne Ziegler, and John Heyer join us with special
instrumental selections performed between Bible
passages, lighting the Advent Candles, and prayers.
12/20/20
“Fiesta! The Legend of the Poinsettia”
Christmas musical originally broadcast 12/20/15. Music
director Linda Rosebrough leads a large cast of youth
members from our church and the greater Avon
community in this engaging and spirited presentation
celebrating the birth of Christ.
12/27/20 Mark Brennan plays favorite Christmas songs.
Originally broadcast 12/08/13 from a special Advent CD
recorded, compiled, and edited by Mark Blakely.
A
perennial seasonal favorite!
01/03/21 “Where Do We Go From Here” with Pastor
Mary Martin. Originally broadcast 12/28/14. Christmas is
over, the season is past. What did it mean to you this
year? What do we do now? Plus a special presentation
by Paul Brown featuring an original song, “StarShine.”
01/10/21
“Out With the Old, In With the New” with
Certified Lay Minister, Terry Cullinan. Originally broadcast
01/08/12. Terry expounds on a sentiment common during
the New Year, but asks what it means to be truly
cleansed.
How do we equip ourselves now for the

challenges ahead, and to help prepare the way of the
Lord?
01/17/21 “Half Truths, Part Two: God Helps Those Who
Help Themselves (and other things the Bible doesn’t say)”
with Pastor Natalie Bowerman. Second in a series from a
book by this title, Natalie examines the historic
background of the phrase and its implications for a
Christian way of life.
01/24/21 “Prayer is Power” with Pastor DJ Robinson.
Originally broadcast 05/28/17. All true power is of God!
We can share in His power when we intentionally give
God glory for all things. And in difficult times, we are
stronger together through prayer.
01/31/21 “Confronting Our Culture” with Mary Martin.
Originally broadcast 03/08/15.
We are shaped and
influenced every day by our culture, whether or not we
want to be. How do we maintain balance in our lives
amid all the competing influences, and stay true to our
Christian beliefs?
02/07/21
“The Other Cheek… and then?” with Lay
Leader, Paul Brown. “Turning the other cheek” is a
beautiful Christian sentiment, but how do we actually do
this in the real world? Paul offers a challenging example
from his personal life of how difficult this can be, and yet
how he believes it to be possible.

HEAR THESE AVON UMC RADIO PROGRAMS
1040 AM/92.1 FM, SUNDAYS
7:30 AM-8:00 AM.

BROADCAST ON

E-NEWSLETTER USERS CAN GO TO THE WYSL
PODCAST PAGE HERE.

VISIT THE CHURCH WEBSITE AND GO TO THE
‘RADIO MINISTRY’ PAGE FROM THE TOP OF THE
HOMEPAGE TO DOWNLOAD SERVICES AND
FOLLOW ALONG IN THE ACCOMPANYING
BULLETIN.
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1. Martin is actually Michael. Dr. King was born on
January 15, 1929 and was actually named
Michael. However, in 1934 when MLK was five
years old, his father became inspired by the
Protestant Reformation leader Martin Luther
during a trip to Germany. Surprisingly, his father
also changed his own name to Martin Luther
King.
2. Dr. King skipped lots of classes, but not what
you think. He was such a brilliant student that
he was able to skip the ninth, tenth, eleventh,
and twelfth grades. He enrolled in Morehouse
College at the age of 15.
3. Martin Luther King, Jr. was jailed a total of 29
times. For the most part, he was arrested for
acts of civil disobedience. The rest of the
charges were trumped-up and one time he was
actually arrested for driving five miles over the
speed limit.
4. Although King’s “I Have a Dream’ speech is his
most memorable, it was not his first delivered
at the Lincoln Memorial. In 1957 King delivered
his first speech at the Lincoln Memorial over
the topic of voting rights. A huge crowd of up to
30,000 attended that speech.
5. King was almost assassinated ten years before
his actual death. As Dr. King was autographing
copies of his new book, “Stride Toward
Freedom,” on September 20, 1958, he was
approached by a woman. She told MLK that
she had been looking for him for five long
years. The woman, Izola Ware Curry, then
stabbed King in the chest with a seven-inch
letter opener. He was required to undergo
many hours of emergency surgery as the tip of
the blade rested alongside his aorta. Even
though it took weeks for Dr. King to recover, he
still affirmed his nonviolent principles and
stated that he felt no ill will against his attacker.
6. MLK may have predicted his own death. April
4, 1968 was the eve before his assassination.
On this day, King was speaking before the
city’s black garbage workers at the Mason
Temple Church in Memphis. During the speech
he stated:

“I would like to live a long life… But I’m not
concerned about that now… I’ve seen the Promised
Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to
know tonight that we, as a people, will get to the
Promised Land. And I’m happy tonight. I’m not
worried abut anything. I’m not fearing any man. Mine
eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”
7. King’s mother, Alberta Williams King, was also
shot and killed. On June 30, 1974 King’s
mother was playing the organ at the Ebenezer
Baptist Church. Marcus Wayne Chenault, Jr.
drew two pistols and opened fire. Mrs. King
was shot and sadly she died just a few steps
from where her son preached about
nonviolence. Although the gunman thought he
had received divine instructions to kill MLK’s
father, he ended up shooting his mother simply
because she was closer. Due to the fact that
MLK’s family opposed the death penalty, he
ultimately received life in prison.
8. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s son met with his
father’s killer. James Earl Ray pled guilty to
assassinating King, but he later recanted. In
1997 Dr. King’s son, Dexter, met with James
Earl Ray and openly argued for the case to be
reopened. Dexter and Dr. King’s widow,
Coretta, believed that the Mafia and
government agencies were involved in the
assassination.
9. Dr. King and George Washington have
something in common. On the third Monday of
each January, the United States celebrates
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, January 15th.
George Washington is the only other American
to have his birthday observed as a national
holiday.
-teacherkarma.com

January 18, 2021

Here are 9 things that you
may not know about MLK,
but should…
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“Dear Amy”
Dear Amy or Abby (sorry I forget sometimes),

I

am so mad! This has never happened before.
Everyone in my family and even all my church
friends forgot my birthday. My best friend Steve
never called. Could you believe my loving wife
forgot too? Am I being silly? Can you give me some
advice? My feelings are so hurt. Every day I will
look at your column. I just want to be happy again.
Signed “Sad Chief”
Dear Amy,

I

am Kathy and I am “Sad Chief’s” wife. My
goofy husband has a memory like a rock. He
thought his birthday was on November the 10th.
If he does this again, just ignore his letter. For your
records, his birthday is October 9th. What is really
sad is he calls me “Running Horse”. I try not to get
mad. Of course I am a little sad. However, in a way, I
am glad. At least he still loves me.
Submitted by: Alex Albany
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SUNDAY

MONDAY
29

TUESDAY
30

WEDNESDAY
1

2

9:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline

6

7

10:00 AM Worship
Service

8

14

10:00 AM Worship
Service

10:00 AM Worship
Service

16

22

23

9:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline

10:00 AM Worship
Service

5

10

11

12

17

18

19
12:00 PM Girl
Scouts

24

25

🕯 Christmas Eve

🎄 Christmas Day

31

1

26

7:00 PM Advent
Vigil @ Avon UMC

of Winter
28

4

3:30 PM Girl Scouts
7:00 PM Racism
Discussion
7:00 PM Interfaith
Meeting
7:00 PM Advent
Vigil @ Avon UMC

❄ First Day
27

SATURDAY

7:00 PM Racism
Discussion
7:00 PM Advent
Vigil @ Avon UMC

15

21

3

9

9:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline

20

FRIDAY

3:30 PM Girl Scouts
7:00 PM Advent
Vigil @ Avon UMC

9:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline

13

THURSDAY

29

30

2

9:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline

🎆 New Year’s Eve

11

January

February
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SATURDAY
1

2

🎆 New Year’s Day

3

4

10:00 AM Worship
Service

17

6

9:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline

10
10:00 AM Worship
Service

5

11
7:00 PM Church
Council

13

9:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline

10:00 AM Worship
Service

19

20

9:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline

25

10:00 AM Worship
Service

31

14
7:00 PM Racism
Discussion

9

15

16

9:00 AM Newsletter
Deadline

21

12:00 PM Girl
Scouts

22

23

3:30 PM Girl Scouts
7:00 PM Racism
Discussion
7:00 PM Interfaith
Meeting

🇺🇸 Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
24

8

3:30 PM Girl Scouts

12

18

7

26

27

28

29

30

2

3

4

5

6

9:00 AM Bulletin
Deadline

1

10:00 AM Worship
Service

12

Christmas Coloring Activity

13
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